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NN * O ME time ago, your Letter to Mr EB, 
7 t "oo | 


© . x, @& dated March 26, 1770, was put into my. 
8 8 hand, with a requeſt that I would make. 


ry 
3 
8. _ 


2 . A ſomeremarks upon it. I know.notwhy. © 
FIX. this requeſt was made to ne; unleſs W 45 1 
„ is becauſe thinking men judged you un- 


= 


worthy the notice of a ſuperior perſon. 78 * 


At firſt, I thought you deſerved no notice at all; con- 5 1 
fidering with what almoſt unparalleled contempt, you, 


a, man of yeſterday, and of no character in the world. 


have treated Mr Weſey; a Gentleman, whoſe literary ß, 


accompliſhments, as well as indefatigable labours, are 
hardly to be equalled ; To ſay nothi 

uſefulnels, which certainly will (#41048 eight with 
every MODEST young man. 5 e 
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But when I conſider, how few are able to judge bf 


| the merits of a cauſe, by hearing one fide only; and 


with how many, a warm aſſertion, a meer dogmatiſm, 
will have all the weight of a demonſtration; when I 
conſider, that many of your well meaning readers may 
be of this number, and that, if no anſwer be given, 
they may conclude, by your aſſurance, that you are 
unanſwerable; I judge it may be worth while to lay 
before you and them a few brief animadverſions. 
But, as I cannot prevail with myſelf- to throw off all 
good manners; and to expoſe that meaſure of common 
ſenſe I am poſſeſſed of, to the contempt of every can- 
did reader; much leſs to diſclaim the meekneſs and gen- 


* | tleneſs of CHRIS TH I ſhall not pretend to treat you ac- 
cording to your deſerts : Was I to do this, I muſt em- 


| belliſh almoſt every page, with ſuch flowers as you 

ſeem peculiarly to admire: I ſhould at every turn call. 
you, “ Jeſuit”—* Pope” —*<« Bellwether” —“ Knavel”” 

"A © Theological coward*'— a © Religious gambler ”— 
a © LyixG SOPHISTER!” I ſhould compare you to an 
Oyſter- woman — a Porter ”— 4 Carman ”— a 
Chimney-ſweeper — to a © Clumſey bungling ana- 


tomiſt“— to an Inſane perſon rolling himſelf in the 


mud” — to a © Lurking, fly aſſaſſin!” I ſhould ze/! 


you of your Low, {ſerpentine cunning ”” — of your 
Dirty ſobterfuges''—of your © mean malicious impo- 


tence!” I ſhould repreſent you, as a man equally void 
of Honour and integrity; and ſtrongly inſinuate that 


vou are a PERJURED® villain! Then, when I had 


thus hectored and bullied you till I was weary ; I ſhould 
talk of tranſmitting you © To Virginia or Maryland, if 
% not to TyBurn!” | IT . 
Performances of this Kind may appear wonderfully 
pretty to a beardleſs Batchelor of Arts, juſt ſtept, piping 
pot, out of an Univerſity, But that you, the Reverend 
Mr Toplady, Vicar of Bradhembury, and Chaplain to a 
Right Honourable Lord ! ſhould imagine ſuch produc- 
tions are fit to occupy the preſs; or that they in any de- 
gree deſerve the attention of the public, is really ſur- 
Prizinge From the various titles which you Oo 


SY 
from your ſeeming contempt of every thing mean and 


Og 


dirty; we might naturally expect, that ſcurrility, and 


perſonal abuſe, would be deemed by you, only as the 


excrements of the preſs; and that you would pronounce 


_ - 


4 


all ſuch ſcribblers, as uſe them, to be mere nuiſances in 


the republic of letters. 


As this remark is the reſult of cool deliberation, you 8 


may be aſſured I ſhall not addreſs you, as you have Mr 
Weſley: No; if Michael the Archangel durft not bring a 
railing accuſation againſt the Devil ; much leſs dare I 


againſt you. But though I may not be ſcurrilous, I 


may be wery plain, both in pointing out wherein you - 


have ſpoken amiſs; and in making ſuch reflections 
thereon, as occaſion may require. | ; 


1 y 
. 
Iv * 
\* 


You ſay, page 2. Though you,” Mr Weſley, are | 
© neither mentioned, nor alluded to, throughout the 
** whole book; yet it could hardly be imagined, that- 


Fad * 
* 


%a treatiſe, apparently tending to lay the ax to the 


0 root of thoſe pernicious doctrines, which, for more 


than thirty years paſt, you have endeavoured to pam = 
« on your credulous followers, with all the ſophiſtry of 


« a Jeſuit, and the authority of a Pope, ſhould long 
© paſs without ſome cenſure from a reſtleſs Arminian, - 


«. who has ſo eagerly endeavoured to diſtinguiſh him- 


RS 


«© ſelf as the bell-wether of bis deluded thouſands.” 


If we ftrip this paragraph of its ornaments, all which 2 78 


it means is, 


Though you, Mr Vel. x are not mentioned in it, 
vet it could hardly be imagined, that a Treatiſe, con- 
fating your favourite doctrines, ſhould paſs without ſome ¼ 


cenſure from you. 


Now, what need was there of ſaying more? Would 
not the meaning have been as compleat, if you had not f 
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1 Fe 


added thoſe embelliſhments, **Credulous followers, + 


« the ſophiſtry of a Jeſuit, - the 1 55 Pops * 


Would any proper idea have been loſt, 
called Mr Veiſey a © Reſtleſs Arminian,” —— or the 
«© bell-wether of his deluded thouſands?” Does this 


language give us ſo juſt an idea of any thing, as of be 
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345 WET, 
| malevo!ence and impetuoſity of your Spirit; and of the. 
ſmallneſs of your acquaintance with the rules of common 
' decency ? 8505 | i 
| However, you are right in this, It could not well be 
imagined, ſuch a Treatiſe ſhould paſs without ſome 
cenſure from Mr Weſey. The reaſon is obvious. I he 
dcqcctrines which you call pernicious, he calls the truths 
of Gop; by the preaching of which, he has been in- 
ſtrumental in turning ?hou/ands from the error of their 
Way. This, the moſt partial eye has ſeen; the moſt pre- 
judiced heart believed; and the moſt malignant tongue, 
| {perhaps not even your own excepted,) has been forced 
to acknowledge, 85 5 . 
| Of thoſe awakened by his means, beſides multitudes 
who have gone back into the world, or joined with 
other denominations, and beſide thouſands who are 
gone to Paradile ; there are, at this time, near thirty 
' thouſand under his care. As he finds that theſe are 
the envy, not only of the Devil and the world, bot, 
Ükewiſe of many good, but miſtaken men; he thinks 
himſelf obliged, by every ſacred tie, to defend them, 
to the utmoſt of his power. Hence it is that be hath 
| Publiſhed ſo many defenſive pieces, in particular agaiaſt 
Dr Gill, Count Zinzendorf, Sandiman, Cuiwerth and 
Jus whoſe Antinomianiſm appears to him to be ſub- 
| verſive of the whole power and practice of Religion. 
hut what ſeems to give particular umbrage to you is - 
that Nin Veſtey has not viewed you in that important 
light which you think you deſerve, and which you 
ſeem earneſtly to deſire. Hence yon tomplain, that 
In the month of March. 1770, out ſneaks à printed 
paper (conſiſting of ove feet, folded into tarelve 
965 pages: and price one penny) -Was ever before ſuch. 
an affront put upon a max of eminence! But why nean, 
Sir? Could you: find no word a little more polite !. but 
politeneſs is not your taſte. | . 
What ſeems to be emphatically criminal is, that this 
ſneaking paper confills only Of one /heet, folded into 
twelve pages, and price one penny.) I ſuppoſe you 
intend a climax here. Then the firſt degree of cri- 
minality, that this paper conſiſts. offly of ane feet ;, is 
1 an 


* 


CY), 


an alarming circumſtance ! The ſecond,! that it ia folded 


into tabeloe pages, is doubtleſs: an huge aggravation of 


its puilt ! The third, and which is worſt of all is, it 
is AE WW C7 2625» W2L | 
I Thisevil, however, to do you juſtice, you have been 
careful to avoid, For, firſt, your paper conſiſts of four half 
ſpeets ; and theſe are folded into th:rty-1200 pages; price 
/ixpence / But then, Sir, all the praiſe of this does not 
belong to you. To do every man juſtice, you muit 
give a large meaſure of it to thoſe you employed: as 
{cavengers, in collecting dirt, for you to throw in Mr 
We/ley's face. The printer, likewiſe, mult have his 
mare, for employing large types and thick fcalebvards 
on the occaſion ; and for giving us plenty of margia for 
our money: By this means ow have been able to fill an 
octavo page, with eleven lines leſs, and in each line; 
eight or ten letters leſs, than Mr M eſley has in one of 
his pages in twelves. Had it not been for the liberal 
aſſiſtance of ſuch auxiliaries; you might have found 
ſome difficulty in furniſning us with hat 
into /iãæx pages, for our /ixparce. 2 
bid. You. aſt, Why did you not make 
« abridpment truly public?” He has made it as truly 
public as he does his 3 general. No; you ſcy, 
It privately crept abr 
abroad ! nay ſurely it wa/ked, if it did not run; and 
that pretty ſwiftly too; for, within a few weeks-after 


Ha ſbeet, folded 


from the Foandery:''—Crept 


its publication, it was in every part of Englaud, Wakes, | 


Scotland and Ireland. ** It was fold indeed,” you ſay, 


* but it was fold under the roſe.” It was fold in the 

ſame manner his other writings are. It was carefully 
* circulated in the dark.” It was not, Sir. Here is 
a defect either in your weracity or information. In 
% ſuch conduct,“ you fay, page 3. I can diſcover 


much of the Jeit, but nothing of the Saint. HI 


durſt adopt the language of Billiagigate and vou, per- 


| haps, I might tell yo what J diſcover in this illiberal N N 


remark. But, at preſent, I ſhall only obſerve, that 
It is very ſtrange you ſhould unchriſtian Mr Mg for 
the manner of publiſhing @ pamphlet. You go on, 1 

: * A. 4. | «-had, 


5 => 
#4 PI d I - 
am; . 9 * 


8 
r 
- 


na 


, Had, to this hour, remained unapprized of the ſceres 
| ©. ftab, but for the information received from ſome of 
% ſaperior integrity to yourſelf.” How ſecret? When 
it was, in a few weeks, publiſhed over a great part of 
| > 4: . | bd 
| the three kingdom 
1 will put C4ri//ranity quite out of the queſtion, 
and ſuppoſe it to have no kind of influence. But 
| © ſhould you not act as a: man of common honour ?.”” 
Ah, poor Mr Weſey! what a cafe will you be in, before 
Mr Teplady has done with you? He has already diveſted | 
| you of common grace, and common honour ; it will be well 
if he leaves you in poſſeſſion of common ſenſe !]. But to re- 
. pray, Mr Toplady, what honour is it that you 
want; or that you really think you deſerve ? You have 
been treated with the ſame honour, which has ſatisfied 
, ſome of the greateſt writers in the kingdom; and ſurely, 
| Sir, you have not the vanity to deſire more! Come 
, forth-openly, Sir, in future, you ſay, like an ho- 
| ©© neſt, generous Mailant; and, from this moment 
forward, diſdain to act. the ignoble part of a lurking, 
fly aflafin.” Come forth openly ? How openly do 
you deſire? He has already appeared againſt you, over 
a great part of the three kingdoms ; Do you want him 
to ſound the alarm over the four quarters of the globe ? 
As to the advice you give him concerning altering his 
plan of operations, © from this moment,” I would ob- 
ſerve; that it is pity you were not in being about fifty 
| years ago, to have inſtructed him in the art of attack- 
ing a formidable enemy; when, perhaps, he was almoft 
as great a novice as you and I are at preſent. But, as 
this was not the caſe, I fear it is now too late, and 
that your labour will be loſt.” Mr Y/ey is now an old 
man, and old men are not eaſily perſuaded to adopt 
nem meaſures ; therefore, if he has not, to this mo- 
* ment,” learned how to publiſh an abridgment of a 
poor pamphlet, I fear he never will. CV 
id. You afk, Why did you not abridge me 
« faithfully and fairly? He has abridged you, juſt 
in ſuch; manner, as he thinks you deſerve. For, - firſt, 
helooks on moſt of your propoſitions as little better than 4 


W 


ſelf-evident abſurdities : and the arguments with which 
you have endeavoured to ſupport: them, as exceeding 
frivolous. In the ſecond place, he thinks that you are 
totally deficient in that modeſty, which ought to be 
one of the chief ornaments of your years: In other 
words; that you are quite too dogmatical in treating a . 
ſubject of this abſtruſe nature: a ſubject, which has 
cauſed ſo many perſons of the greateſt learning, and 
deepeſt experience, (and with whom, you are not wor- 
thy to be named) to deſpair of ſeeing it fully inveſti- 
gated on this fide eternity. 5 
Now, I appeal to any man, if ſuch writers ought to 
be treated with that regard which is due (only) to can- 
dour and modeſty ? In general, contemptuous ſilence is 
all they can claim. Nevertheleſs, ſometimes, it may 
be worth while to point out their errors. And, if bur- 
leſque or irony may ever be uſed, it is toward ſuch sI - 
IMPORTANT NOVICES. What wonder, then, that Mr 
We/ley, inſtead of putting on a coat-of-mail, and draw- 


ing out heavy artillery, for you; has thought it better, 1 


both for his own credit, and for your improvement, to 
take the ferula, to correct your pert forwardnels ? - 
This he has done, in an abridgment of your per- 
formance; in which, he has preſented the reader with 
your propoſitions, juſt as they are; only, in a few in- 
ſtances, he has added two or three words, to take off 
a little of the falſe colouring, by which you endeavour” 
to hide their deformity ; and, in the concluſion,” he has 


| ſummed up the whole as you ought to have done; but, - 


which, you were aſbamed of doing. WEE 
Bid. You aſk again, Why muſt you lard your 

« ridiculous compendium with additions and interpola- 
4 gions of your own?” Why? To make you, Who 
profeſs to be an abſolute Predeſtinarian, ſpeak without 
diſguiſe the language of abſolute Predeſtination. But 
what are theſe additions and interpolations ? Vos tell 
us, Page 4. A falſe colouring muſt be ſuperinduced, 
« by inſerting a ENTNCE OR TWO vo W AND'THEY of . 
your own, After which, you cloſe the motly piece; 


2282 7101Pę 


IF C.-Y 1 
2. with an entice pjragraph, fargeds eure) ward of ie. 
F . 
Here we have two thipgs laid to Mr J2/ey's charge. 
The firſt, that he has inſerted a s8NTENCE os TWO 
No. AND THEN of his own; ges that Paragraph with 
which he concludes. The ſecond, that by this means, 
a falſe colouring is ſuperinguced. Ngw, Sir, I not 
only deny both theſe propoſitions, but will demonſtrate 


* 


” 


that they are abſolutely falle. 

And firſt, That he has inſerted a sxnTExCE OR Two 

now Aub THEN of his own; Ge/iges that paragraph 

with which he concludes. All theſe additions I have | 

now before me, written, with Mr Weſley's own hand, 

on the margin of the pamphlet he abridged, | 
"Before I ſhew what theſe are, it muſt be obſerved, 

that all which he has written on the margin, cannot be 

.taken into the account. For, et. there is, now and 

then, a word, or a letter, which was necellary to con- 

nect the Jentenges: A Ns is * in 

your 839 page, Where Mr Tele alks, “ Is this a pa- 

« rale cat hy ch no one will look upon as an 1 

dition, or an interpolation. Nor, thirdly, is the laſt 

Paragraph to be reckoned among them; becauſe you 

tell gs, that. © a/ter” thoſe ſentences, „ this paragraph 

1 concludes the motly-piece.” What, therefore, we 

are to inquire for, is, a SENTENCE OR Two, of Mr 

' Weley's OWN, NOW AND THEN inſerted ; beſides theſe odd 4 

words and letters; fat, that, which is, Properly, a 

[remark of his own; and g/d; that paragraph, which 


: 


' concludes the piece. Hp 6 
Now, Sir, where are we to look. for this sExTENCE 
ee e e Trey? L bavs not found them 
yet. Nor can 1 find fo much as a $1nGLE SExTEeNCE, 
from one end of the abriggment to the other. It is 
true, in page 45- Mr We/ky has inſerted the word, 
5biefly, inſtead. of the word, only; and in g $0. where 
von had ſaid, «© He is a tyrant who,govergs contrary 
to law, he bas ſaid, to «juſtice and mercy.” And, 
once more, in p. 87. he has added, not 4, $gxnTEvcE 
| OR 


& | 6” 11 . | 
or Two; but a /ingle clauſe, conſiſting of the five mo- 
noſyllables following. which they could not help.” _ 
And do you call this, “ Inſerting @ ſentence or tavo - 
« of his own now and then!” I ébeſeech you, dear 
Sir, do not ſpeak another word about mi/repreſentation, 
 fallhood or iniuſtice. Had Mr V. given you ſuch an 
advantage as this, mercy upon him! How you would 
have bellowed over him ! 72 | 
The ſecond. part of your object ion is, that © by theſe - 
additions aud interpolations, a falſe colouring is ſu- 
% perinduced: The contrary of which J am next to 
demonſtrate, | - 
| | And fiſt, as to the change of the word og, for the 
word chiefly, | cannot ſee any falſe colouring which is 
ſuperinduced thereby. For though you ſay, ++ Divine 
„ pre-ordination has for its object, a// 4hings that are. 
1 created from the higNeſt” angel to the minuteſt 
«« atom; yet your meaning 1s; that it c/zeffy refers to 
angels and men, as Mr V. has faid. This is evident 
from the following words: However, the antient 
1. fathers only make uſe of the word predeſtination, as 
«« it; refers to angels and men: and; it is uſed by the 
„A poſtle Paul, in a more limited ſenſe ſtill, ſo as by 
„it he means that branch of it, which reſpects Gods 
election and deſignation of his people to eternal liſe 
Certainly your meaning is, that. though predeſtination 
a has fon its object. all things that are created; yet, ac- 
cording to the antient fathers, and the Apoſtle Paul, it 


chiefly refers to angels and mea. — 

Nor is there any injury done to your general "argu-, _ * 

ment, by the change of this word. So far from it, -*} 

that I think Mri/, has done you ſingular ſervice,” by | 
leaving: out what, to many. would be a ſtrong objection. 
You had been labouring to prove; that although the.;: 
word predeſtination chiefly refers to angels and men; 
yet, it has all thing for its object. Now, Sir, I conceive ; 
that the following words give vp a conſiderable part 
of the proof of this; The antient fathers: on, make 
« uſe of the word predeſtination, as it refers to angels 

6 and men; — and it is uſed, by the Apoſtle Paul, in a 
| 7 0 more 


© 4 


4, more limited ſenſe ſlill; to mean only that branch of ' + | 


« jt which reſpects God's election and deſignation © 
„of his people to eternal life.” Sir, I apprehend 
you have acknowledged too much. For if the Apoſtle 
Paul, and the antient fathers, make uſe of the word 
predeſtination oxy as it refers to angels and men, is it 
not preſumption for the followers of that Apoſtle, and 
the children of thoſe fathers, to make uſe of it as re- 
ferring to all things? Moreover, does it not follow, 
that all who thus make uſe of it, have no authority from 


= antiquity for ſo doing; beſides that of the Szoicks and of 


| ſome other EATHENs ? I therefore think you ought to 
de thankful to Mr V. for the ſervice he has done you in 
- this inſtance. | 
Nor is this all; for your very diction is mended by 
paſſing through Mr V. 's hand, — You had ſaid, How- 
; «« ever the antient fathers only make uſe of the word 
4 predeſtination, as it refers to angels and men.” Ac- 
| cording to this conſtruction, you may be underſtood to 
mean, that the antient fathers, and none beſides, have 
| thus uſed the word. Had Mr V. wrote this ſentence at 
large, I am perſuaded he would have ſaid, However, 
"the antient fathers make uſe of the word predeſtination 
only as it refers to angels and men: or, as it is in the 
abridgment, All beings whatſoever, from the higheſt 
, angel, to the meaneſt reptile, are the objects of 
„% Gop's eternal decrees. However, it chiefy refers to 
«© angels and men.” | | 
Seeing then your meaning is preſerved, your argu- 
ment ftrengthened, and your language amended ; you 
| have no reaſon to complain of a falſe colouring being 
ſuperinduced. | | „„ 
The next place where there is any alteration, is in 
your definition of a tyrant, page 80. « He is a tyrant, 
you ſay, in the common acceptation of the word, 
„% who—being originally a lawful prince, abuſes his 


„, power, and governs contrary to law.“ Mr V. in- 
' . Read of ſaying, Contrary to aw; has ſaid, . Contrary 
to. juſtice and mercy.” | 


That 


— 


That your account of a tyrant is abſurd, appears 
from wars it ſuppoſes, 1. That there can be no 
ſuch things as tyrannical laws. 2. That thoſe perſons 
who are, almoſt, univerſally allowed to be abominable 
tyrants, (ſuch as Nero, Domitian, Lewis the Fourteenth, 


and our own bloody Mary) were no tyrants at all; finde 


they had /aw for all their infernal proceedings. Ex- 
cuſe a little digreſſion, I will ſhew more particularly, 
1. That a perſon may govern according to /aw, and yet 
be a great tyrant, And, 2. That he may govern cox-- 
trary to law, and yet be ao tyrant. | 3 
And, 1. A perſon may govern according to law, 
and yet be a great tyrant, Suppoſe, for inſtance; a 
King to enact @ /aw, That all perſons, who were born 
in his dominions, ſhould be laid under an 7#rreffible 
neceſſity of committing high treaſon; and that in conſe= 
_ quence of committing this, a very great majority of them © 
ſhould be put to à crue/ death. Suppoſe again, That 

in conſequence of this decree, all the thouſands afterwards 
born, are born under this neceſſity, in conſequence thereof 
commit this treaſon, and in con/equent#=6f- committing it, 
a very great majority of them are aually burnt alive. 
Would not you, would not all the world look upon ſuch + 


an one as a moſt abominable tyrant ? Firſt, for making. 2 4 


ſuch a law? And, Secondly, for executing it? 


Transfer this to the King of heaven; and ſuppoſe he _ 


| creed, from all eternity, That the whole human race 
ſhall come into the world under an irræſſtible neceſſity of 


Finning; and that in confequence of finning, a very great | 3 4 
majority of them ſhall ſuffer the torments of the damned I 
for ever. Suppoſe again, that in virtue of this decree, © © 


all are born under an irre//lible neeeffity of ſinning; that 
in conſeguence of this neceſſity, all do actually fn; and in 
conſeguence of this in, a great majority of them are caſt 
into a lake of fire; is it poſſible, without confoundi 

all diſtinction between good and evil, to look upon ſuch 
a God, as any other than a moſt dreadful tyrant ? And 
are we not conſtrained to behold him in this light, firſt, 


_ making ſuch a decree; and, ſecondly, for exeeuting- 
at! Fn 4 


2. A; 


7 8 * 
G 0 
2. APerſon may govern-contrary to law, and yet be 20 
tyrant. Perhaps there is not a Prince upon earth, who * 
is, himſelf, ſubject to law, and who, in the general, 
governs according to it; but, in various inſtances, acts 
or governs contrary to the laws he is ſub ject to. For 
inſtance, were not ſome of the firſt ſteps which Henry 
the Eighth took, towards the Reformation, contrary to 
thoſe laws by which Popery was eſtabliſned? And were 
not ſome of the firſt ſteps which Queen Elizabeth took, 
in reſtoring the Reformation, contrary to thoſe laws of 
Mary, by which ſhe had ſuppreſſed it? Yet, who 
will ſay that theſe were tyrants in thoſe particulais ? 
Or what if any Heathen, or Mahometan Prince, was 
tos take ſome ſteps towards aboliſhing their preſent ſu- 
perſtitions, and eſtabliſhing Chriſtianity in their ſtead, 
(which certainly would be contrary to their preſent 
taws) would you, would any Chriſtian, deem ſuch an 
one a tyrant on that account? You therefore fee how 
abſurd it is to ſay, He is a tyrant who governs con- 
© trary to law.” E | | 
As to the. account of a tyrant, which Mr V. has 
given; I would obſerve, firſt, that it is fri&ly rau 
and PROPER. And, ſecondly, that no falſe colouring 
is. ſuperinduced thereby. The truth of this laſt propo - 
ſition appears from hence; you have been labouring to 
prove that Gon, in the decree. of reprobation, did 
5 not act an unjuſt, tyrannicel or cruel part.” In en- 
deavouring to acquit him of the charge of tyranny, yo 
have ſaid, that he does not act contrary to law. 
Now, I inſiſt on it, that Mr W. has done your buſineſs 
mote effectually, by ſuppoſing you to ſay, Contrary 
6 to juſtice and mercy.” Becauſe acting; either cen 
trary to law, or according to it, is O proof of a tyrant, 
as is ſhewn above; but acting cantrary to juſtice and 


, mercy, is a demonſtration of it. And that no falſe .co- 
7 Jouring it, hen the whole, ſuperinduced, appears from 
" hence; that what Mr V. has here ſuppoſed you to ſay; 
vou yourlelf have inſiſted on, and that largely too, 
| both in the preceeding and fo/lowing words. 5 


＋ 
Ly 


" 
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fore, in this inſtance, you have no cauſe to complain 
of miſrepreſentation. e e 


page 87. where you have been endeavouring to recon- 


9 


The third place where an addition is inſerted, is ig 0 


cile the doQrine of reprobation, with the doctrine of a 


future judgment. — On this you obſerve, that © Carr 
« will then properly ſit as a Judge ; and openly pub/; and 
« ſolemnly ratify his everlaſting decrees, by receiving 
«4 the elect, body and foul, into glory, and by paſſing 
«« ſentence on the non- elect {not for their having done 


« what they could not help, but) far their wilful igno- 


« rance of divine Es and their obſtinate unbelef; | = 


« for their omiſſions of moral duty, and for their re- 


2 pearcd iniquity and tranſgreſion, —* which,” fan 


Mr V. they could not help.? : 
_ Obſerve, 1. That this addittion cannot be called 


« a falſe colouring;” becauſe, ſtrictly ſpeaking, it is 2 


— ; 


No colouring at all. For as you have declared, two _ 


E 4 lines above, {very abſurdly, On your ſuppoſition, ) that 
the ſentence will be paſſed on the reprobate, “nat for 


9 8 done what they could not help; and as 
Mr V. has left 


this clauſe ſtanding in the abridgment, 


every body mult ſee, at firſt view, that the laſt clauſe 
% Mr V. is and that it is added by way of burleſque on 


your aſtoniſhing inconſiſtene. 


5 Obſerve, 2. That ſuppoſe we allow ent 8 | | 


to be ſuperinduced, yet it cannot be a fal, one; ſeeing 
it is not only that, which you, as a Predefiizarian, 


ouour to make uſe of, but what, in effect, you wave 


made uſe of, in various parts of your tranſlation. "Let 
the following paſlages ſerve as a ſpecimen. Biſhop: 
« Hopkins did not go a jot too far in aſſerting, that 


: NOT A DUST FLIES ON A BBATEN ROAD, BUT Goo 


„ RAISETH IT, CONDUCTS its uncertain motion, and, 
« hy his particular care, conveys it to the certain 
« place he had BEFORE | APPOINTED for it: nor ſhall 
« the moſt fierce and tempeſtuous wind hurry. it any 
« farther.” Preface, page 4. Again, page 5. W# 
« ſhould have our hearts well eſtabliſhed in the $5 


«« and unwavering belief of this truth; that K“ 12 


1 


page 25. God worketh all things in all men; even 


1 -WICKEDNESS. IN THE WICKED.” page 50. He,” 
man, fell in conſequence of the divine decree.” Pref. 


p. 13- ** WHATEVER, therefore, comes to paſs, comes 
« to paſs as a part of he original plan. Obſerv. p. 7. 
% }/batever comes to paſs, comes to paſs BY vIRTUE 


_  « of this abſolute omnipotent will of Gop.” page 14. 


« WHATEVER things come to paſs, come to paſs Ne- 
% CESSARILY.” bid. WHATEVER MAN DOES, HE 
% Dogs NECESSARILY.” p. 15. ALL THINGS turn 
«« out according to divine predeſtination ; not only the 
% works we do outwardly, but even the thoughts we 
« think inwardly.” p. 20. WRHATSsSOEVER Gop hath 
*« determined, concerning every individual perſon and 
*« thing, ſhall ſurely and INFALLIBLY be accompliſhed 
4% in and upon them.“ : 


Page 76. They who are not ſaved from fin, muſt 


40 unavoidably periſh : but the reprobate are not ſaved © F 
% from fin; for they have neither aui nor potver to 
* ſave themſelves; and Goo, though he certainly can, 


. yet quill not ſave them: therefore their perdition is 
_ © £4 UNAVOIDABLE.” | 


Now, Sir, if all this be as you ſay, then Tet all 


men judge if Car1sT will not paſs ſentence on the 
„ nom elect for that ignorance and unbelief; for thoſe 
-  * ommiffions of moral duties; and for thoſe repeated 
1 iniquities and tranſgreſſions,“ which, (as Mr V 
ſays]) THEY COULD NOT HELP ? DR 
But this claufe, you may ſay, is directly contrary to 
What you have expreſsly declared but two lines above: 


vi. That CnrsT will paſs ſentence on the non- elect, 


s not for having done what they conld not help.“ I 


| S ; rh it. But how you will reconcile this declaration 


12 _ — WE — „ 


A tances ſerve as a ſpecimen of the whole. 


and many more with the MAIN PROPOSITION, afſerted 
and defend, by von., I know not. Let the followin 
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„ xvER comes to paſs, mz 1T cob OR EVIL, we may _ 
look-up to the hand and diſpoſal of all, to Goo 


cw). 


Ar events are in the 
kand of God. Nor a dusT 
 FLIES/ON A BEATEN ROAD, 
but Gop R AISETH it, con- 
DUCTS! its uncertain - mo- 
tion; and, by his PART1- 
CULAR Care, CONVEYS it to 
the certain place he had BE- 
FORE APPOINTED for it: 
nor ſhall the 2 fierce and 
tempeſtuous wind hurry it 
ANY FARTHERg. Preface. 
Whatever he knows to be 
future, ſhall neceſſarily and 
infallibly come to 8 


page 2. 


1 Wiirzvar comerto paſs, | 
comes to pals NECESSARILY, 


It by no means follows, 
that they (the creatures) * 
not act Free and A — a 
neouſly, or that the 

commit is to be charged — i 
Gov, p. 7. The condem- 
nation of the reprobate is 
UNAVOIDABLE 3 yet the ne- 
ceflity of it is fo far ſrom- 
making them ere machinesy 
or-inv9/untary agents, that it 
does not, IN- THE: LEAST, | 
INTERFERE, With the ra- 


nor ſerve to render them 
leſs inexcuſable, p. 77. 

| God's. free and. voluntary 
permiſſion of ſin; lays 20 


p. 14. WHATSOEVER mma 
_ does, he does NECESSARILY, 
ibid. 


* 
42x W.- 


3 N 4 
Whatſoever comes to 


paſs, BE IT GOOD OR EVIL, | 
we may look up tothe hand 
and diſpoſal of aLL, to Gon, 
p. 5: In reſpect of Gop, 

there is NOTHING caſual or 
contingent in the world, He 
APPOINTS ALL the vici i- 

tudes of things, ibid. 


4 
1 5 
7 9 


Gov may, in ſome ſenſe, 
be ſaid to abi the being and 
commiſſion of ſin, p. 13. 


| Gop worketh ALI ehings| 
in ALL nen, even WICKED-, 


1 os under any farcible, or 


1 me it, p. 13. 


ompulſi vs KYCAMITY : 1 


4 


precepts, the fault is in 
THEMSELVES; Their o,] n 


are NOT Owing to any ill in- 


fuſed into them by God; 
but to the vitioſity of their 


page 10 


Sin, as 7" is the abo- 5 
minable thing that his foul. 
hateth, page 123. 


Gov is the creator of the» 
wicked, but or OF THEIR - 


NESS in the wicked, p.25. 


WICK EDR ESS, p. 74. 


tional freedom of their wuill. 


If men do not 1 "I 
his word, nor obſerye his 


unbelief and diſobedience. 2 


depraved nature and per- 
verſeneſs of their own walls. = 


1 Ens) 
To fay that he. willerh | 


| fin, doth not in the leaff 
getruct from the holineſs and 
redfitade of Gov, p. 14. 


' - WnrarTsoEveR comes to 
paſs, comes to paſs BY VIR- 
TUE of this ABSOLUTE. OM- 
' KIPOTENT WILL of Gop, 
p. 7. His vill, and the 
' gxceutton of it, are 1RRE- 
S15TIBLE, Preface, p. 13. 
| 
7 | 
| © The purpoſe or decree 
of Gop, kgnifies his ever. 
| laſting appointment of ſome 
men to life, and of others 
to death: which appoint- 


ment fowws ENTIRELY fr07: 


vill, page 19. 


: The wur 6f Gon is the 
ail xumes, page 7. The 
ONLY reaſon that can be 
aſſigned why the Deity does 
ibis, or omits that, is, be- 
cauſe it is his own free plea- 

ſure, p. 9. The sQLE causE 

why ſome are ſaved, and 
others periſh, proceeds from 
his wILLING the ſalvation 
of the former; and the per- 


dition of the latter, p. 11. | 


* f 
/ 4 


| 


Ci 


hands on their own 


his owon free and ſovertign | 


| 


primary and ſupreme cauſe of 


He cannot, torfilently © 
with the puriTY of his 
nature, the g/ory of his at- 
tributes, and the zawib of 


his declarations, be himſelf 
| THE AUTHOR Vin, p. 74. 


God does Nor FORCE 
them into fin, p. 71. In 
conſequence of their natural 
depravity, they are vol ux- 
TARILY biaſſed and inclined 
to evil—and without any 
OTHER efficiency lay violent 

ſoul, 
page 76. 1 
| | 


| He does not condemn: _ 
any of thoſe (the reprobateÞ © 
MBRELY becauſe he hath nov: 
choſen them, but becaufe 
THEY HAVE SINNED againſt 
nin, page 74. 


The reprobate ſhall un- 
dergo this puniſhment juſiy 
and on account of their fins. 
Sin is the meritorious and 
immediate cauſe of any 
man's damnation, p. 49. 
Again, the condemnation 
of the ungod]ly—is ,not un- 
juſt, ſeeing it is for fin, and 
only for ſin, None are, or 
will be puniſhed, but for 


their iniquities, „ 


1 


No fre- will of che crea- | 


ture can re/ft the will of 
Gon: — the human will 
cannot reſiſ him, ſo as to 
make him d more or leſs 
than is his pleaſure to do, 
p. 7. The wiLL of Go, 

hich is the fliſt cauſe of 
all things, ſhould ſeem to 
lay a kind of neceility upon 
our wills, p. 8. ie can 
only do what Gop from 
eternity willed and fore- 
knew we ſhould, p. 1 
We are expreſsly told, that 
theſe PERSONS (the repro-- 
bates, ſpoken of by E/azas) 
could not believe, ex nd u, 
they were not able; it was 
eu of their power, p. 9 


3 


command. Pharaoh was 
Faulty, and therefore jufily 
puniſbable for not obeying 
Gop's revealed will 
Abrabam would have con- 
mitted fin, had he refuſed 
to ſacrifice [/aac, — Herod, 
Pontius Pilote, and the re- 


demned for putting Cu 15 
wickedly betray ing Chriſt, 
p. 6. He (CHRIST) will 
then properly ſit as a Judge 
what they could not help, 


norancs of divine things, 
; and their ob//inate unbeliefs 


J might go on; but to tell you the truth, Fam tired 


Page 87. 1 


for neglecting God's will of 


to death. — Judas is juſiyß 
5. puni ſbed for perfidiouſly and 


paſſing ſentence on the non- 
elect (not for having done 


for their .omifians of moral 
duty, and for their repeated. 


| 7xriquities and tranſgreſſions, 


with tranſcribing your abſurdities and contradictions- 


But I muſt not leave this head without giving you a word 


of friendly admonition. Dear Sir, let us never again hear 
you complain of ©* inconſiſtencies and contradictions; of 


jarring principles (ever at inteſtine war with each other) 
or of incoherence in our religious ſyſtems.” Who- 
ever elſe may cry out againſt theſe, I pray you, for mo- 
deſty ſake ! to be quite ſilent.— For, to apply your own 


remark) © your /cheme of doctrine reminds me of the 


« feet of a certain viſionary image, which, as the ſacred 
« peninan acquaints us, ſeemed to be' compoſed of 
| & 7ron 


probate ] ews, were juſily con- 


but) for their awigſn g- 


„ 


e iron and clay. Heterogeneous materials may be put 
„together, but will never incorporate with each other. 
„ Somewhat like the necromantic ſoup in the tragedy of 
% MacBETH; your doctrines,“ Mr Teplady, may be 
« ſtirred into a chaotic jumble, but witcheraft itſelf 
« would ſtrive in vain to bring them into coalition.” 
But what gives you moſt offence of all is this; «© You 
(Me. V.) * cloſe the motly piece, with an entire para- 
graph, forged, every word of it, by yourſelf,” p. 4. 
What this paragraph is, you tell him: © Your con- 
«-cluding- paragraph, which you have the effrontery 
to palm on the world as mine, runs thus: The 
« ſum of all is this: One in twenty (ſuppoſe] of man- 
find are elected; nineteen in twenty are reprobated. 
« The elect ſhall be ſaved, do what they will; the re- 
% probate ſhall be damned, do what they can. Rea- 
der, believe this, or be damned ! Witneſs my hand, 
6 ns Sao; | | 
The Vordi, I acknowledge, are Mr Vs. But © Wordt 
% (you yourſelf, have told us) are oz/y:ſo far va/uable, 
« as they are the vehicles of meaning *.” And by parity 
of reaſon,” they are only ſo far hartful to any one. Now. 
Sir, T undertake to demonſtrate, that there is no mean- 
ing in theſe words, Which is not purely your own; and 
which you have not p/ainly expreed in many parts of. 
your tract. | 4 
This paragraph, conſiſts of three particulars: 1. A 
ſuppoſed proportion, as to number, in which the elect 
and reprobate ſtand to each other; One in twenty 
„ ſuppoſe) of mankind are elected; nineteen out of 
«© twenty. are reprobated.” 2. The terms on which 
both theſe are treated, with reſpe& to their everlaſting 
ſtate; The ele& ſhall be ſaved, do what they will; 
the reprobate mall be damned, do what they can.” 
3. The neceſſity of believing the, „Reader, believe 
„this, or be damned ! Witneſs my hand. 4 T—.” 
And, 1. Here is a ſppoſed proportion, as to number, 
in which the elect and reprobate ſtand to each other: 
One in twenty (ſuppoſe) of mankind are elected; 
63 | 4 nineteen 


80 Preface to Zancbius, p. 171. 


x 21 * + * bs 


«« nineteen out of twenty reprobated. x:  That/theſe. ex- 
reſſions are not intended to aſcertain the preciſe num - 
er of the elect and reprobate, is evident. The worde 

are, One in twenty, sUyPosE.” As if he had ſaid, 

« Let us, for argument ſake, ſuppoſe a certain number, 

for an uncertain,” All therefore, that he here ſup» 

poſes you to ſay is, that a very ſmall proportion of | 

_— are elected, and, of conſequence, a great 

oportion reprobated.— And that he hath not miſre- 

x RN you in this, appears from your own words « | 

« It is but too certain, that, in the {criptures, are ſuch 

«« awful paſſages as theſe ; Broad is the way, and wide 

« is the gate which Jeadeth unto deſtruction, aud many | 

v« there he that go in-thereat : while on the other hand, 

% Strait is the gate, and narrow is the auay, that leadeth* * 

* unto life, and few there be that find it. Many | 

„ are called, but Few choſen. — Fear not, little flock, | 

« it is your Father's good pleaſure is give you. the king- 
* don. There is a remnant, according to the election 

* of grace *. Here, Sir, you have not only acknow- 

ledged all that Mr V. has ſappoſed you to toys arr, 

have alſo proved it from ſcripture. 

2. We have, in this paragraph, the terms on which 
both the ele& and reprobate ſhall be treated, with re- 
ſpe& to their everlaſting ſtates : 4+ The ele& ſhall be 
„ ſaved, do what they will; the ere ſhall be 
« damned, do what they can.” 

That what Mr V. has here ſuppoſed you to fo * 

no miſrepreſentation of your real meaning, appears from 

what you yourſelf have ſaid in various. parts of _ 
roduction. I ſhall conſider this matter, 1. As it re- 
ects the elect and reprobates in general; 2. As it re- | 

Þ each of them in particular. el 

And, 1. As it reſpects the elect and reprobates i in- ge E 
neral. Whatever he foreknows, ſhall neceſarily and | 
% wadoubtedly come to paſs. . For his knowledge can 
. no more be fruſtrated, or his wiſdom be deceived, | 
e than he can ceaſe to be Goo,” p. 2. The will 
> of God, reſpecting the ſaivatios and condemnation of \ 
| hs mens 


. 
ore <IIer of atv, > 4 3 . 
: . 


Letter to Mr V. p. 19. 


oy ( 22 ) F 

«© men, is never contrary to itſelf ; he immultab.y wills 
4 the ſalvation of the elect, and vice verid: nor can 
4 he ever deviate from his own will in any inſtance 
„Whatever, ſo that that ſhould be done, which he 
es willeth not; or that not be brought to paſs, which 
« he willeth,“ p. 4. No free. will of the creature 
« can reſiſt the will of Gop; for man cannot fo avi. 
4 or vill, as to obſtruct the divine determination, or 
« Overcome the divine power. It cannot be queſtioned 
% but God does all things, and ever did, according to 
«© his ou purpoſe + the human will cannot reſiſt him, ſo 
 « as to make him do ore or /e/5 than it is his pleaſure 
« to do,” p. 7. * The ole cauſe, why ſome men are 
«« ſaved, and others periſh, proceeds from Vis auilling 
« the /alvation of the former, and the perdition of the 
44 latter, p. 11. lt (the purpoſe or decree of Gop) 
« ſignifies his ewerlaſting appointment of ſome men to life, 
% and of others unto death: which appointment flows 
4 entirelyfrom his exwn free and ſvereign will,” p. y; 
4% His eternal predeſtination of men and things muſi be 
% immutable as himſelf, and, ſo far from being rever- 
1 fible, can never admit of the leaſt variation, p. 20, 
« His counſels and deſigns ſtand firm and immowveable, 
«« and can neither admit of alteration in themſelves, nor 
4 of hindrance in their extcution,” p. 21. Gop will 
64 certainly ſave all, whom he wills ſhould be faved ; 
% ſo he will as ſurely condemn all, whom he wills 
« ſhould be condemned; for he is the Judge of the 
«* whole earth, whoſe decree ſhall ſtand, and from 
«© whoſe ſentence there is no appeal,” p. 49. We 
« aſſert, that the amber of the ele, and alſo of the 
« reprobate, is ſo fixt and determinate, that neither CAN 

4 be augmented or diminiſhed,” p. 55. The number 
« as well of the e2/e@, as of the reprobate, is ft and 
4 coptain,” ibid. Goy does indeed preciſely know to 
« A MAN, who are, and who are not, the objects of his 
46 eleQing favour,” p. 56. If, between the elect and 
s reprobate, there was not a great gulph fixed, ſo that 
« weither can be otherwiſe than they are, then the aui 
« of Gov (which is the alone cauſe why ſome are 3 
: 6c ned - 


( 23 ) | 
4c and athers.are not) would be rendered of a0-&ffef,", 
p. $7- ©) Gov's eternal love of ſome men, and hatred 
< of others, u immutuhle, and cannot. he rener ſad, px 8. 
« Now Gop does, and will do, nothing but in conſe- 
e quence:of hinown decree, p. 72. As the future 


% faith and good works of the elect were not the cauſe 


of their being choſen; ſo neither were the future fins 
4 .of the reprobate the cau/e of their being paſt by but 
«« both the. charce of the former, and the decretive 


« omifionvf the latter, were owing, merely and entirely, | 


<6 to the ſovereign will and determinating:pleaſure: af | 
„ Gon, p. 73.— Thus much for the elect and repro: 
bate in general. Let us now conſider each of theſe in 


particular. | . 


And, 1. With reſpect to the elet. Mr ly has fup-" 
pooſed you to ſay, theſe ſhall be ſaved de gubat they will. 


That this is no miſrepreſentation of your meaning, abun- 
dantly appears from the following paſſages. 3 „% 
„ The abfolutexwill of God is the original /pring. and 
<< efficzent cauſe of his peoples ſalvation,” p. 16. “ Since 


«« this abſolute will of Gov is both imuile and ann. 


* potent; we. infer, that the ſalvation of every one of | 
the elect is moſt infallibiy certain, and can by no n. 
„ be prevented,” p. 17. Predeſtination, as relating to | 
the elect, is, That eternal, auconditional, particular, 

« and irrewerfible act of the divine will, whereby Go 


| 


| 


„f Anan's degenerate offspring, out of that ſinful 
« and miſerable eſtate, into which, by his primitive 


* tranſgreſſion, they were to fall.“ p. 46.5 Thoſe, * | 


. <6, who are ordained unto eternal life, were uot ſo:or- 

„ dained on account. of any worthiveſs foreſeen in them, 
<< or of axy good works to be wrought by them, nor 
e yet, for their future Faith : but purely and ſolely, of 
* free ſovercign grace, and according to the more plez- 
% ſure of Gon, p. 58. © Not one of the .eleR: can 
* periſo, but they muſt a/ neceſſarily be ſaved,” p. 62. 
We do not ſpeak at all improperly, When we ſay, 
4 that the ſalvation of his people is aeαν ]. and cer- | 
t tain,” ibid. Their ſafety and /alvation muſt be, | 


TeX. « ia 


| ee $f 
tc in the * ide ſenſe of the word, neceſſary,” ibid. 
This ſtedfaſt and inevitable purpoſe of Gop canner 
«© be reverſed not diſannulled by any creature whatever, 


1 Now, Sir, let every impartial man judge, if the 
plain meaning of theſe paſſages is not this, That 
« the elect ſhall be ſaved do what they will?” _ 

2. With regard to the reprobate. Mr V. ſuppoſes 
you to ſay, that theſe ſhall be damned do what they 
can, And that this is no miſtepreſentation of your 
meaning, the following paſſages demonſtrate. The 
44 determinating will of 'Gop, being omnipotent, - can- 
4s not be obſtructed or made void; it follows, that he 
« never did, nor does he now, will that every indivi- 
« dual of mankind ſhould be ſaved,” p. 10. Nei- 
ce ther is it p2/76/2, in the very nature of the thing, that 
«© they (the reprobate) ſhould be elected to ſalvation, 
4 or ever obtain it, who Gop foreknew ſhould periſh: 
4 for then the divine act of preterition would be change- 
% able, wavering and precarious; the divine foreknow- 
< ledge would be deceived; and the divine will im- 
% peded. All which is impoſſible, p. 54. Nor 
«© would his word be true, with regard to the non · elect, 
if it was poſſible for them to be Javed,” p. 56. The 
4 condemnation of the reprobate is zece//ary and irre- 
2 es, 9 
Now, if the plain meaning of theſe words is not, 
That the reprobate ſhall be damned do what they can, 
words have no meaning at all. 

We come, 3. To conſider the neceſſity of believing 
this; Reader, believe this or be damned: Witnefs 
% my hand, 4— T7—.” That you have ſaid this, in 
effect, in many parts of your pamphlet, the following 
quotations will abundantly evidence. Without pre- 
.«« deftination, there can be no Providence; and without 
Providence, there can be no Goo.“ Does it not 
follow of courſe, that unleſs we Believe in predeſtination, 
we cannot believe in a Providence; and that if we do 
not believe in a Providence, we cannot believe in a 


Gov; 
* Preface, Pe 16. 
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„ 


Go»; and may I not add, that unleſs we believe i in a 


S 
| 
| 
| 


Gov, we cannot be ſaved ? In other words, * He that | 
«« does not believe in a Providence and in a Go bd. 
„ ſhall be damned; But he that does not believe in 


«« Predeſtination, does not believe in a Providence or 
«© Go: Therefore, he that does not believe in * | 


„ deſtination, ſhall be damned.“ 


Again, Deny this, (that the will of Gov is the 
« cauſe of all things) and you, at one ſtroke, deſtroy 
his immutability and: independency,” p. 9. Add to 


« this, that it evidently militates againſt the majeſtiy, 


« ommnipotence, and | ſupremacy of Gop, to ſuppoſe he can 
« will any thing in vain,” p. 11. To ſay that Go 
& abſolutely nills the being and commiſſion of ſin—is to 


* repreſent the * as a weak and impotent being,” 
1 


Now, Sir, if to deſtroy the e and inde- 
pendence of Gop; to militate againſt his majeſty, ome | 


nipotence and ſupremacy ; and to repreſent him as a 
weak and impotent Being, are crimes which deſerve 


damnation, and which will be puniſhed with it; and 
if they who deny that the will of Goo is the cauſe of 


all things, and who ſay that he nills the being and 
commiſſion of fin, are guilty of this crime; it muſt 


follow that they deſerve damnation, and that, if the 4 


continue in ſuch an error, they will be puniſhed wit 
it. I therefore leave it to any man to determine, if by 


attributing ſuch evils unto us, as effeQually du eee, | 


us over to damnation, you have not ſaid in e 


bow. not in ſo WADY words, „ believe this, or be 


% damned! 


Again; Thoſe who obje& to your dofrine, a 
Men of corrupt minds,“ p. 19. But men of cor- 
rupt minds, we all know, ſhall be damned. There- 


fore, if we would not be men of corrupt minds, and fo 


be damned, we muſt not object to your doctrine; or in 


other words, we muſt believe it or be damned.” 


Again, It is not in man's own power to believe 


„ himſclf ſuch, (one of the 3 upon juſt grounds. 


— 


4% till 
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till he is enabled from above. But the eleck ſhall 
«« be ſo enabled: they ſhall believe themſelves to be 
% what indeed they are; as for the reſt, who are not 
„ endued with faith, they ſhall periſh; raging and 
„ blaſpheming as you do now: (ſo you repreſent 
Luther ſpeaking to Eraſmus), p. 99. Here, you ſay, 
1. That all who have true faith, believe themſelves to 
be unconditionally elected. 2. That thoſe who do not 
believe this, have no true faith. 3. They ſhall periſh, 
= raging and blaſpheming like Frafmu;! So that here 
| you have ſpoke out, Believe this, or be damned.“ 
Again, The doctrine of predeſtination is not only 
« uſeful, but abſolutely neceſſary to be taught,” ibid. 
« Without it we cannot form it and becoming ideas of 
«© Gor,” ibid. Deny predeſtination, and you deny 
„ —the adorable perſections of Goo,” p. 105 The 
* grace of Gop cannot be maintained without it, sid. 
«« Without the doctrine of predeſtination, we cannot 
« enjoy à lively fight and experience of Gov's jpecial love 
„ and mercy towards us in Chris JEsus, p. 111. 
«« Without taking predeſtination into the account, ge- 
% nuine morality and the performance of truly good works, 
«« will ſuffer, ſtarve, and die away. The fuel of 504 
cc affection— can only be cheriſhed, maintained and in- 
1 creaſed in the heart, by the ſenſe and apprehenſion of 
„ Gop's predefiinating love,” p. 114. Abſolute re- 
«« fignation can on/y flow from an abſolute belief of, 
* and an abſolute acquieſcence in, God's abſolute 
« providence, founded on abſolute predeſtination,” 
120. | OY 
1 Now if it be ſo, that the doctrine of predeſtination 
is abſolutely neceſſary to be taught, becauſe without it 
we cannot form juft and becoming ideas of Gov ; becauſe 
without it, we muſt deny his adorable perfeftions ; be- 
cauſe without it, we cannot maintain the grace of Gop; 
becauſe without it we cannot enjoy a /ively fight and 
experience of Gop's ipecial love; becauſe without it, 
a genuine morality cannot be performed, and good works 
will Tuffer, ſtarve and die away; becauſe without it, 
8 | the 


„ 
the fuel of holy affection cannot be cheriſhed, or main- 
tained in the heart; and becauſe without it, there can 
be no abſolute re/ignation; nothing can be plainer than 
the conſequence, we uf © BeLIBvE this, or be 
© pAMNED.” , 

I have now gone through each of the particulars 
contained in this paragraph, added by Mr .; and 
have produced it from under your hand, Mr 4— 7. 
„That the ſum of all is this: One in twenty (ſuppoſe) 
« of mankind are elected; nineteen in twenty are re- 
„ probated. The elect ſhall be /aved, do what they 
« auill; the reprobate ſhall be damned, do what they 
„% can, Reader, believe this, or be damned!” 

From all that has been ſaid on this head, we learn 
how to anſwer your queſtion, p. 5. Have you quoted 
« me fairly?” I anſwer, Yes: and, for the truth of 
this anſwer, I appeal to the preceding account, es 
And now what becomes of your decent refletions ? © 
—** In almoſt any other caſe, you ſay, ** a ſimilar 

« forgery would tranſmit the criminal to Virgiaia or 
Maryland, if not to Tybarn,” p. 6. 1 hope you are not 

ſorry that this caſe will not do it. You proceed, If uch 
« anopponent can be deemed an hone/! man, where ſhall- 
4 wefinda#zave?” How elegant is this! O, Sir, what 
4 pattern of patience and meckneſs are you ! Have you not 
given us too much reaſon to apply your own words to 
yourſelf? «© Is it Thus,“ Mr Top/ady, that you” 
„ contend for victory? Are THESE the weapons of 
„your warfare ? Is This bearing down thoſe we 
„ difler from you with 2:82#neſs * Do you call Tas 
„ binding with cords of love? Away, for ſhame, with 
4 ſuch” — ſcurrility ; and ſuppreſs ſuch illiberal over- 
flowings of a rancorous mind. | 


As the next paragraph is very extraordinary, and 
may ſhew how much. your veracity is to be depended 
on, I ſhall ſet it down at large. 1 

And why ſhould 902, of all people in the world, 
ebe ſo angry with the doctrines of grace ? Forget not 
the days and months that are paſt. Remember, 


B 2 g « that 


f 
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<< that it once depended on the toſs of a ſhilling, whe- 
ther you yourſelf ſhould be a Calviniſt or an Arminian. 
<« Tails fell uppermoſt, and you reſolved to be an 
«© Univerſaliſt. It was an happy throw: for it con- 
e ſigned you over to the tents of Arminius. It ſaved 
«« us from the company of a man, who, by a kind of 
« religious gambling, peculiarly his own, riſqued his 
«« faith on the moſt contemptible of all 4: and was 
capable of toſſing up for his creed, as porters, or 
«« chairmen, toſs up for a ha/f/-penny,” p. 7. 

Mr V. totally denies this ſlory, and every part of it. 
I therefore call upon you to prove it. Till this is done, 
the ſtory of the ſplendid ſpilling ſhall ſtand, as a /plenard 
and /a/iinz monument of your being a wilful iar: not 
only the lower, but the mater of a lie. 5 

Again; You ſay, p. 8. But, even ſince this me- 
<< morable epocha” (an epocha that never exiſted) “you 
„ have, by no means, proved yourſelf that feady Ar- 
„ minian, you would have the world believe.” He 

deſires not the world to believe that he was, or was rot 

any Arminian at all. But as to the doctrines which he 
teaches, few, very few, have been more /eaay therein 
for between thirty and forty years. 


- 


A You: proceed. Proteus like, you diſdain to be 


„ ſhackled and circumſcribed by any form. There 
«« are times when you differ as much from your pre- 
* ceding ſelf, as you do at all times from the reſt of 
« mankind.” Does he at all times difler from the re 
of mankind? Then how comes it to paſs, that at 
one time he agrees with Donatus; at another with Pe- 
lagius; and at a third with Arminius!“ „ Poſſeſſed,” 
you ſay, p. 9. of more than ſerpentine elability, 
«« you caſt your ſlough, not only once a year, but, 
«© almoſt, once an hour.” This, Sir, is by no means 
to be admitted without evidence. And therefore, if 
you can prove what you have here /o confidently aſſerted, 
I call upon you to do it; or I ſhall ſet this down as an- 
other inſtance of your total want of veracity. You till 
go on. Hence, your innumerable incon/iftencies, and 
- «6 flagrant 


(6 29 ) 


«« flagrant ſelf contradiQtions ;- the jarring of your prin- 
«« ciples (ever at inteſtine war with each. other). and 
«« the incoherence of your religious ſyfttem.” TE 
preceding account demonſtrates with what propriety* 


's 
1 


3 
* 


you make this remark, Reconcile the inconſiſtencies, 


and ſelf-contraditions, which are found in your own 
TWO OF THREE poor pampblets; and I ſhall undertake | 


4 


to reconcile all the contradictions, that you ſhall find, 
in an hundred volumes of Mr W.'s Evangelical truth 
knows nothing of this Harleguin aſſemblage. It is 


„ not, like Joſeph's coat, of many colours; — but is 
« invariably ſimple, uniform, and harmonious,” — 
This is certainly true: And therefore, according to 
this rule, your doctrine is not evangelical truth ſeeing, 


as I have demonſtrated, it is no! invariably fimple, uni- 


form and harmonious, But as to Mr V. whatever y 


may do, you have not yet proved that his doctrine is not 
invariably ſimple, uniform, and harmonious; and, 
therefore, you have nat yet proved that it is nt evan- 
gelical truth. EY _ 3 
Again: On ane occaſion,” you ſay, © you had 
« the candour to own your levity, as to points of 
« faith. I am acquainted with a very reſpectable per- 
„ fon (Mr F. D.) who, many years ago, taking the 


—— 


— — — ene 


« freedom to tell you, that your prejudices, lke- ' 


«« armed men, ſtood, with their ſ.vords ready drawn, * 
© to—hew down every truth as faſt as it preſented it- 


«« ſelf to your mind; you had the unuſual bone, 


Hanefly ! unusUAL honejiy ! I can ſcarce forbear ſaying, 


Thou novice / Thou hot-headed novice! be aſhamed of 
calling Mr W. a K NauE, at every turn !—But, to re- 


turn; © You had,” you tell him, „the unuſual ho- 1 


„ nefty to anſwer, Ah! Sir! if you knew how diſ- 
<< trefled. I have been what doctrines I ſhould em- 


at — ooawoee 


6 brace, and how I am reſſed about from ſyſtem to ſyſtems; 
„you would think me the moſt open to conviction, 
and the leaſt liable to prejudice, of any man yow | 


«« ever knew.” This whole ſtory is of a piece with 


the other. Mr V. denies every tittle of it: and I call 


B 3 upon 


: 


| 
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upon you and Mr J. D. (if foch an one exiſts) either 
to prove it, or to ſtand convict of makinga lie. Why 
« ſhould you,” you aſk, © who have been ſo remark- 
« ably zofjed about, take upon you to revile thoſe who 
« have been enabled to fand faſt? p. 10. I appeal 
to the many thouſands who have known Mr V. from 
the beginning, if all this noiſe concerning his being 
© fo remarkably toſſed about; and concerning his 
« manifold ſhiftings from ſyſtem to ſyſtem,” is not an ab- 
ſolute ander. Theſe know, that the ſyſtem he ſet out 
with, about forty years ago, he has, in general, con- 
tinued in to the preſent hour, 85 

The eleventh page contains a moſt magnificent chal- 
lenge: Commence the ſiege,” you ſay, and wel- 
% come, Open your trenches, and plant your bat - 
** teries. Bring forth your ſtrong arguments, and play 
„them off with vigor: I publicly profeſs, and ſub- 
© ſcꝛibe my name to it, that if I cannot beat you back, 
„ [will freely capitulate, and own myſelf conquered,” 
Dear, Sir, what a very Hercules you are ! — But, Sir, 
I wiſh you may not forget the frog in the fable. 

You go on; This ſhould you attempt to do, in a 


„ manner worthy of a Scholar and a Divine; I ſhall 


© have no objection (if life and health continue) to 
« mealuring ſwords, or breaking a pike with you.” 
What? Mr . meaſuring ſwords, or Leekking a pike 
with you ! Indeed, Sir, you muſt firſt go to Jericho; 
and tarry there till your beard grows. Then, ſhould 
Mr V. be alive, and have nothing elſe to do, perhaps, 
he may condeſcend to ſome ſuch thing. But in the 
mean time, the h you have to expect or fear, is the 
rod or the ferula. | 8 | 
Again, you ſay, p. 12. ** I have no notion of encoun- 
« tering a wiramill, in lieu of a giant.“ Is it poſſible, 
Mr Teplacy, that you can be fo vain, as to imagine you 
are Capable of encountering giants? But you go on. 
Af, therefore, you come againſt me (as now) with 
** firaws, inflead of artillery; and with chaff, in the 
« room of ammunition ; I ſhall diſdain to give you 
7 25 ; | battle: 


(1% 
e battle: I ſhall only laugh at you from the ramparts,” 
Dread Sir, how big you talk! What a deſperado in 
your own eyes! Clad with impenetrable braſs ; armed 
with deadly ſteel; and fortified in the caſtle of your 
own importance! With killing flames in your eyes; and 
the ſound of ſlaughter thundering from your tongue ! 
You ftand on your battlements ready to encounter the 
molt gigantic foe | What wonder, then, that you, the 
firſt-born of Mar, ſhould 4:/dain to give battle to ſuch 
a pigmy as Mr V.] Nay, would it not be too great 
— for you to laugh at him, from your ram- 
„ | | 
f O Mr Top/ady! how are you changed from what 
you were a little while ago, when a ſtudent in the col. 
lege of Dublin] Then you thought it an honour, if 3 
lay preacher belonging to Mr . would permit you ta 
Ait at his feet for infirudiion. But now you are become 
ſuch a literary hero, that, you ſay of Mr V. himſelf, 
«« I would no more enter into a formal controverſy, 
with ſuch & ſcribbler, than 1 would contend for the 
wall with a chimney-ſweeper.” What an honour | 
to Dr G. that he has been able, in ſo ſhort a time, ſo 
r to compleat a moſt humble admirer! and to 
make him, { from his heart) ſo great an admirer, not 
of the Auabaptiſi, but of the church of Eng/and! 
As to what you have ſaid, moſt elegant Sir! (p. 13.) 
of the Mouſe—not cheap, at a penny; and that you : 
are VERY afprebenſive—** the Rai—will be far too dear 
« ata groat; I have nothing to ſay : and therefore, 1 
ſhall leave the deciſion of this important matter to your | 
own learned diſquifition. «© „ 
Did. Hitherto,” you ſay, „your treatment of q 
&« Zanchius reſembles that of ſome clumſy, l 1 
4 Anatomiſt : who, in the diſſection of an animal, 
« dwells much on the larger and more obvious parti 
« culars ; but quite omits the nerves, the muſcles, and 
ce the moſt intereſting parts of the complicated ma- 
„ chine.” It, rather, reſembles the Anatomiſt, -b 
by ſhewing the Head and the +eels of an Al, convinces, _ 
us, that he is not diſſecting an Elephant. Thus, 
> 4 1 a 
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you ſay, * in your piddling extract, you only give a 
« few of the larger outlines; without at all entering 
« into the ſpirit of the ſubjeQ, 'or ſo much as producing 

* (fo far from attempting to refute) any of the turning 
« points, on which the argument depends.” This, 
Sir, is not true : For he has, 1. Given us the defini- 
tions of your terms. 2. All your propoſitions. 3. Many 
of your explications. And, 4. Not a ſmall quantity of 
that which you call, proof. And in doing this, he has 
done quite fufficient. Any one, by reading his extract, 
will eaſily diſcern, * the ſpirit of the ſubject, (yea, 
and of its author too !) — and ** the turning points on 
« which the argument depends: viz. That“ Gop 

= « js the author of ſin— That whatever is, is right*.— 

= % That a ſmall remnant ſhall be irreſiſtibly ſaved But, 

| « as to all the reſt, that Gop has, unchangeably, irreſiſ- 

| 


« tibly, and unconditionally : 
% Conſign'd their unborn ſouls to hell, | 
And damn'd them from their mother's womb." 


Vea, damned them, from all eternity! Now, was 
Mr Veſey with great formality, and deep delibera- 
_ tion, to it down to weigh arguments brought in“ 
ſupport” of ſuch poſitions ; and, more eſpecially, when 
they are brought with all your meekneſs and candour “ 
with all your fear and trembling ? and with all your de- 
ference to ſuperior age and learning! In ſuch a caſe, 
his conduct would have the ſame degree of propriety, 
as if he were very gravely, to confider arguments brought 
to prove that your head and ſhoulders reach the moon : 
or, (what is equally impoſſible to be believed) that, you 
are a meek and humble man. SEE 1 
Page 14. When advert,” you ſay, © to the un- 
% juſt and indecent manner, in which you attacked the 
„ late excellent Mr Hervey; above all, when I conſi- 
4% der how daringly free you have made with the Scrip- 
« turts themſelves, both in your Commentaries and in 
% your A/terations of the Text itſelf; I ceaſe to wonder 
1 | | * 
| | * Preface, p. 14. 
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at the audacious licentiouſneſs of your pen, reſpeQing | 
„ me,” As to the controverſy between Mr and Mr 
Herwey, read Mr Sellon's anſwer to thoſe ſcurrilous Let- | 
ters; and then judge whether Mr V. or Mr Hervey had 
reaſon to complain. | wy 
But you ſay, he has “ made daringly free with the _ 
« Scriptures both in his Commentaries, and in his 
& Alterations of the text itſelf.” As to his Commenta- 
ries, all candid perſons allow, that they are wrote with 
modeſty and ſelf-difidence: And as to the Text itſelf _ 
he hasmade no other alterations but what all critics and 
commentators are allowed to do: That is, he has now 
and then endeavoured to bring the tranſlation a little 
nearer the original. If this is making daringly free 
with the ſcripture, then you yourſelf are not clear: 
as your alterations of 1 Tim. iv. 10. in your tranſlation, | 
p. 32. and of Mari xvi. 15. p. 91. and of Math. xx. 
23. p. 93. and of John xii, 40. and of Acts iv. 28. and 
chap. xiii. 48. p. 95. and of 1 Pet. ii. 8, 9. p. 97. and 
of 2 Pet. i. 10. and ſeveral other places, demonſtrate. +» 
Page 15. You aſk, ©* Which of our antient divines 
« have you not evaporated and ſpoiled? And made 
« them ſpeak a language, when dead; which they 
« would have ſtarted from. with horror, when alive?” - 
Pray, Sir, which of them has he ſo treated? I know of 
none. If you do, point out their names: and ſhew us, 
fairly, wherein he has made them ſpeak a language 
when dead; which they did not ſpeak when living. It is 
true, in collecting his CxRr1TIan LiBRa&y, from the 
writings of antient divines, which he intended to be a 
Repoſitory of Practical Divinity onLY, he has paſled by, 
as foreign to his plan, every thing of a controverſial | 
nature, In conſequence, he has paſſed by every thing 
about unconditional Election and Reprobation. And 
as theſe are points which have ſo often exhilarated your 
ſpirits; as the idea of a fexv only going to heaven, has 
ſo often been a cordial to your mind; and as the glori- 
ous view of myriads upon myriads, going irreſiſtibly to 
eternal death, has ſo often overwhelmed you with joy 
and tranſport ! it ſtings you to the quick ! it cuts du 
| B 5 | to 
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to the heart! to.think that ſuch ſoul-reviving dofrines 
fhould, on any occaſion, be omitted. N 

Ibid. I wiſh you to keep your hands,” you ſay, 
« from literary picking and ſtealing.” Picking and 
ſtealing! Good Sir! ſuppreſs your fears! whoever elle 
is in danger, you are not. When you have produced any 
thing worth ſtealing, we will give you leave to be ap- 
prehenfive of danger; and to ad moniſh Mr V. As to 
what he has already done, in your caſe, be not ſo vain 
as once to imagine, that it was done in a way of ſteal- 
ing from o. Indeed, Sir, it was not. Mr V. took 
up your performance, only to expoſe it to view; that 
the beholder might laugh at, and ſhun it. | 
Page 16. On moſt occaſions,” you ſay, © you 
« are too prone to ſet up your own infallible judg- 
«« ment, as the very lapis /yaius of right and wrong. 
Hence the firebrands, arrows and death, which 
« you hurl at thoſe who preſume to vary from the 
4% oracles you dictate.“ I know of no firebrands, ar- 
rows and death, which he hurls, but what every faith- 
ful ſhepherd ought to hurl, in the defence of his ſheep. 
It is true, wien either himſelf, his people, or his doc- 
trine, are aſſaulted; he, often, thinks it his duty to 
make ſome defence. And, as in doing this, he has 
- ſometimes to do with perſons, like you, who are bier 
in their oaun eyes, than ſeven men who can render a rea- 
ſen ; after taking care to avoid falſhood, rudeneſs and 
ſcurrility, he frequently treats them without much ce- 
remony. But to ſay that he is ſevere, cenſorious, or 
_ inflammatory, either in his converſation, preaching, or 
writing, is as great an untruth, as if I was to ſay, that 
you are the moſt gentle and patient man in the world, 
But you proceed *© Hence, particularly, your il- 
« liberal and malevolent ſpleen againſt the Proteſtant 
«« Diſſenters. This is as falſe as it is invidicus. I 
defy you to prove the leaſt degree of it. The paſſage 
you have produced out of his Pre/ervative, proves no 
ſuch thing. All it proves is that Mr approves of 


%. 


home things in che church of England, more than of /ame 


things among the Diſſenters; and that he is defirous 
| > 
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every Methodiſt preacher ſhould do the ſame ®. And 
what wonder if he prefers the doctrines and diſcipline 
of the church of England, in general, to that of the 
Diſſenters 3- _— he was born and bred in that church, 
and ordained a Miniſter of it? Yet there are not many 
Miniſters in the church of England, who have not ſaid 
ten times more againſt the Diſſenters than Mr JV. has 
done; and, on the other hand, are there not many 
Miniſters among the Diſſenters, who have not ſaid 
ten times more againſt the Church ? * 
| The paſſage from Mr Ys Letter io a Roman Catholic, 
which you contraſt with the above paſlage, reſpeQting 
the Diffenters, in order to demonſtrate, ** How muc 
«+ more politely, not to ſay cordially, this Gentleman 
* ſhakes hands with the Papiſts,” is a ſad proof of your 
want of candour. I would aſk here; 1. Do you, or do 
you not, infinuate that Mr V. approves of, and eſteems 
the Papiſts more than the Proteſtant Diſſenters; 2. 
Do you, or do you not, know in your conſcience, that 
it is not ſo? Vet 3. Do you not want the world in ge- 
neral, and the Diſſenters in particular, to believe other- 
wiſe? O Truth ! O Candour! what a friend have on 
in Mr Teplady? 5 1 
But you ſay, Far be it from me, to charge Mr V. 
« with a fondneſs for a// the groſſer parts of Popery.” . 
A fonaneſs, do you ſay, for all the grofſer parts of Po- 
pery ! Pray Sir, by what medium do you prove, that 
he has, or ever had, a fondneſs for any of the profſer + 
parts of Popery ? or for ary part of it, as it ſtands op- 
poſed to Proteſtantiſm ? Dear Mr Teplaay, you will 
give me leave, with all freedom to aſk; Is this an In- 
ſtance of your being a Fool or a Knave? Is it through 
ignorance that you talk about the partition between 
« that church and him being ſoniewhat ihjinner than 
% might bewiſhed ?” If this is the caſe, then what a 
learned Divine you are? But if you know better, and 
yet talk thus; (which I fear is the caſe) then, what a 
worthy ſaint are you ! 5 


* See Mr W. 's Preſervative, p. 244. 
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As to bigotry, I acknowledge, you have ſaid many 
good things. But what pity there is not ſomebody elſe 
to ſay them for you? For according to the accounts, 
of friends and enemies, you are already in your little 
way, one of the greateſt bigots of the age. Nay, / 
great a bigot for Predeſtination are you; that, to my 
knowledge, even bigoted Predeſtinarians cannot bear, you. 
It is therefore intolerable to hear you ſay, page 17. 
£ Candour, benevolence, and forbearance, become 
« {mothered and extinguiſhed,” by bigotry ; unleſs 
you had immediately added, Gop be merciful to me 
« a finner !” But right or wrong, you will go on.“ Bi- 
% gotry by limiting the extent of moderation and mu- 
( ftual good wvill, tears up charity by the very roots.“ 
Mob ksATION! Goop-will! CHARITYI How deep- 
ly jeu are concerned for theſe, let all who have Heard your 
Sermons, and ſeen your Yritings-declare. ** In ſhort,” 
on ſay, * Bigotry is the very e/ence of Popery.“ 
doubt that: I am inclined to think, that it is only a 
property of it. And, too often,” you ſay, © leads 
« its votaries, before they are aware, into the boſom 
* of that pretended church.” Then I beſeeeh you, 
dear Sir, to take care in time. 
Page 18. You have, obliquely, given ze a ſneer- 
« ing lecture upou modeſiy, ſesfdiſſidence, and tenderneſs 
to opponents.” He has, and a very ſeaſonable lec- 
ture too, if you did but know it. Why do you re- 
« preſent me as telling my readers, that they muſt, 
s upon pain of damnation, believe, that only one per- 
1“ ſon in twenty is elected?“ He has not repreſented 
you as ſaying fo. His Words are, One in twenty 
(/uppoſe) of mankind are elected.“ Ey adding the word, 
only, 2nd by leaving out the word, ſuppoſe, you have 
quite perverted his meaning. Again, you aſk, © Why 
« do you introduce me, as enjoining them to believe 
% under the ſame penalty, that the ele&ſhall be ſaved, 
« do what they wirr, and the reprobate damned, do 
« what they can?” Why? Becauſe you have ſaid 
this, in various expreſſions, perhaps not leſs than an 
hundred times over. | 8 
Ibid. 
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Thid, 4 I believe and preach, that the choſen and : 1 


« ranſomed of the Lok b are appointed to ſalvati 


&« through ſanctiſication of the Spirit and belief of the 
ce truth.” Very true. But do you not mean, that, 
both in the appointment to ſalvation, and in the ſancti- 


fication of the Spirit and belief of the truth, they are 
wrought upon as mere machines? Do you not mean 
that a// this is wrought in them, 7rre//flibly ? If ſo, it 
follows, that they are appointed, firſt, to obtain ſalva- 
tion; and, ſecondly, to obtain the ſanctification of the 
Spirit and belief of the truth, 4 what they will.” 
If this 1s not your meaning, tell us, if you can, what. 
it is; or elſe acknowledge, that you are BawLine with 
your head in a BAG. | ©, ve 

« And, with regard to the reprobate,” you fay, 
„ you believe and preach, that they will be condemn. 


ed, not for doing what they can in a moral way, 


« but for not doing what they can: for 201 believing 


the goſpel report; and for zo? ordering their conver- 


« ſation according to it.” They will be condemned, 
you ſays for not doing what they can! If tohatſocuer 
« comes to paſs, comes to paſs necęſſarily; if whatever 
man does, he does neceſſarily * : T would be glad to know 
what they can do, otherwiſe than what they actually 
do? If it is not“ poſſible, in the very nature of the 
« thing, that they ſhould be elected to ſalvation, or 
«c ever obtain it T; can they do any thing /o as to' 
be elected to ſalvation, or ever obtain it? Again If 
« the decrees of election and reprobation are mm 
table and irreverſible ||; can the reprobate do an 
thing ſo as to reverſe the decree of reprobation? Once 
more : If the condemnation of the reprobate is . 
* ceſſary and inevitable ; can they do any thing fo 


as to eſcape it? If they can do any thing of this kind; if 


they can do any thing beſides what they are irref/ibly 
compelled to do; be ſo kind, good Sir, as to tell us 
what it is? | Ba 


. 


* Tranſlation of Zancbius, p. 14. 
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Why you ſay, © They are condemned for abt believing 
«« the goſpel report; and for nc? ordering their con- 


« verſation according to it.” So now the gordian knut 


is untied ! The reprobate, for whom CurisT did not 
die, are condemned, for not believing that he did die 
for them! The perſons who have 0 lot or part in the 

oſpel report, are condemned for no? believing that they 
, of Why then, according to yer, they are con- 
demned for not believing a lie ! $a 
Again, The reprobate will be condemned — for 
e not believing the goſpel report; and for zot order- 
« ing their converſation according to it.” That is, 
the reprobate, who are under an irreſiſtible neceſſity of 
not believing the goſpel report; and who are under 
the /ame neceſſity of not ordering their converſation ac- 
cording to it; are condenined BECAUSE they do not 
thus believe and order their converſation, no:avithRand- 
ing this 1 neceſſity to the contrary ! Exquiſitely 
CLEAR 

Page 19. Let me aſk you,” you ſay, when, or 
% where I ever preſumed to aſcertain the number of 
* Gop's elet?” And let me aſk you where, or when 
Mr V. ſaid you did? „ The Book of Life is not in 


, your keeping, nor in nine.“ Perhaps it is not the 
_ worſe for Mr . that it is not in yours: if it was, I 


fear there would be need of an irreſiſtible decree to keep 
his name in it. | | | 
Page 20. * Declarations of this tremendous nature” 


1 (that FEw ſhall be ſaved)—* ſnould - bring you on 


« your knees before Gop, with your hand upon your 
«« breaft, and this cry in your lips.” If all in heaven 
and in earth, were to ſpend a million of ages on their 
Knees before Goo, this, according to your notion, 
would not add one ſoul to the number of thoſe who ſhall 


Ws be ſaved ; ſeeing it could not reverſe the irreſiſtible de- 
ctee. And as to our praying that Gop may ſhew us 


« to which claſs we belong; this is, on your ſuppo- 


| ſition, a very dangerous prayer: For if not, only, 


* nineteen out of twenty are reprobated; but, as ſome 


_ 


- 


| think, 


CW 1? 
think, nine/y-nine out of an hundred; then it is ninety... 
nine to one we ſhall get ſuch an anſwer to our prayer, 
as will cauſe us to chooſe frang/ing rather than lift: it 

will be ninety-nine to one, but we ſhall ſee that we 
belong to the claſs of reprobates, and ſo we ſhall be. 
tormented before our time. Prayer, therefore, in ſuch a 
caſe, and on ſuch a ſuppoſition, is not only uſeleſs, 
but alſo the moſt dangerons employment in the world. 

bid. Should the holy Spirit vouchſafe to lead 
« you thus far;” (namely, as to have * that faith 
& which is of divine operation) you will, then, no longer. 
object, that the elect ſhall be ſaved, do what they 
«« will.” Moſt charitable Sir! Do you not here ſtrongiy 5, 
intimate that, as yet, Mr V. is not poſſeſſed of the 
faith of divine operation? — That the holy Spirit has 
not yet vouchſafed to lead him thus far? O Sir! if 
the tree is to be Inoaun by its fruits; and if faith is to 
be Anoaun (NOT by bawling about opinions, but) by its 
evorks; how doubtful is it whether the holy Spirit has 
led vou thus far? . 1 

Permit me to give a ſhort account from an eyE and 
ear-witneſs: the truth of which, thouſands can atteſt. 
This account, with a little alteration, is as follows : . 
With reſpe& to Mr V. —his very enemies mult allow, 

that his labours are very extraordinary. His cata- 
% logue gives an account of near an HUNDRED AND 

' SEVENTY different pieces, which he has publiſhed, 
«« in about thirty years: a {ſingle article of which is, 
« 4 Chriffian Library of ITI voLumEs. Two - 
others are Explanatory Notes on the Ol and New. 
* 'TESTAMENT, in four large quarto volumes. His 
public Diſcourſes, conſiſting of Sermons and Exhor- 
« tations, are about twenty in a week; upwards of a 
© THOUSAND ina year. The number of Letters which wk 
« he writes, is conſiderably greater. Viſiting the Sick, 
«« and the Diſtreſſed, is another conftant part of his 
employment. His travelling, chiefly on hor/e-back, 
cannot be much leſs than five thouſand miles ever 
« year, And thus he has laboured, not only for K 
« few weeks or months, but for above thirty years to- 
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ce gether: and that ſteadily and gegen a both 
« by night and by day; notwithſtanding all the diſ- 

«£ couragements he has met with. And, what is ſtill 
„ more remarkable, though he is now drawing near 

© to the age of Seventy; he is ſo far from diminiſhing, 

© or from abating any of his labours, that he is conti- 

«* nually incteaſing them.“ 5 

Now, while he is thus ſpending his time and ſtrength, 
for the welfare of mankind; while he is travelling 
both by ſea and by land, with forms and tempeſts 

Gleak in his teeth; how eaſy is it, for any Gentleman, 

( poſſefling all the comforts of life) to fit in an eaſy 
j* 20 and animadvert, avith great ſolemnity ! on his 

conduct“? How eaſy is it for the Reverend Mr 
* Toplady, Vicar of Broad Hembury, to fit at his fire- 
- fide ; and, very magnificently, to repreſent Mr V. as 
a downright reprobate ! 1 TT 
That you have done this, the paſſage before us 
evinces. I ſhall lay it before the reader, with a ſhort 
paraphraſe, that he may judge for himſelf. Should 
ie the Holy Spirit“ —in any future period “ vouch- 
« ſafe to lead You thus far“ — that is, give you (what 
he has nc yet given you) „the faith of divine opera- 
«* tion —you will then no longer be ready to object“ 
like an unbeliever, as you now are, that the elect ſhall 
«© be ſaved, do what they will; for you will“ then 
«© know by. heartfelt experience” what, for want of 
that experience, you cannot .now know—** that the 
converted elet”—of which number you are not“ are 

% and cannot but be, ambitious to perform all thoſe 
good works, in which Gop hath ordained them to 

- & walk.” Now, if this does not exclude Mr V. from 
the number of Ze/zevers, I know not what can, 

I cannot diſmiſs theſe words without obſerving, that 
your divinity is no leſs remarkable here than your can- 
. For, you ſay, the converted elect are, and 

% mf} be ambitious, to perform all the good works, in 

„% which Gop hath ordained them to walk.” Your 

meaning certainly is, that the converted ele& are / 

n ; 2 | | | powerfully 
Reply, @c, p. 19, 


1 


powerfully influenced by an internal principle of grace, 
as thereby, to be neceſſarily conſtrained to the performance 1 
of theſe works. This is what a// predeſtinarians ſay <9 
on the head. £ | Z | 
But if fo, if they are thus neceſſarily confirained to per- 
form all thoſe good works, whence is it that all the 
converted elect do not perform a thoſe works, at a// _ _ 
times, and on all occaſion; ? Whence was it, in parti- 2 
cular, that Noah was not reſtrained from drunkenneſs; 
and Lot from inceſt ; and David from murder and adul- Y 
tery ; and Peter from denying his maſter? And whence 
was it that you, Mr Toplady, (who, to be ſure! are one 
of the converted elect,) were not reſtrained from card- 
playing, and alſo from telling the Rev. Mr E— that 
you ſaw no harm therein? And once more, Whence 
was it that this grace did not reſtrain you from all that 
ſelf-ſufficiency,” pertneſs, impatience, and ſeurrility, | 
which you have ſo remarkably diſplayed, in yourEpil- | _ 
tle to Mr V.? Will you ſay, ** that all this is owing /- 
to a principle of corruption; which principle, remain- 
« ing in the converted elect, neceſſttates them to fall 
, ſhort in every part of their obedience ? If ſo; then 
I ſhall be glad to know how theſe two primciples, eſſen- 
tially oppoſite to each other, act in conjunction with each. 
other; the one in conſtraining the converted ele, “ To 
« perform a/! thoſe good Works,” and the ober in 
conſtraining them to fall ſhort in every branch of that per- 
formance ? I ſhall be glad to know the preciſe manner © 
how theſe oppoſite principles act in conjunction, in waceſ/i- 
tating the converted elect, both to land and fall at one 
and the ſame time | | I 
Again; If the converted ele& are under ſuch a ne- 
ceſſity of performing all thoſe good works, in which 
«© Go hath o:dained them to walk; I am ata lofs 
to underſtand the propriety of St Paul's words to Tituss 
I will, that thou affirm conſtanily, that they which have © 
believed in God might be careful to maintain good works ? 
Now, if they which have believed in Gov, and maſt, 
from an internal conſtraint, maintain good works; what 
need is there of their being caręful to maintainthem ? - 8 
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or what need that Titus ſhould affirm this conſtantly ? or 
what need that Pau ſhould will, or defire it of him? If 
they cannot but be ambitious to perform all thoſe 
« good works ? Pau / might have ſaved himſelf, and 
Titus, yea, and the converted ele? too, an unneceſſary 
trouble. To make uſe of many external means, and 
to employ much labour therein towards the performance 
of thoſe works, which, from another cauſe, namely, from 
Anberent principles, are unavoidable; is, as unneceſſary, 
as to uſe many external means, and to employ much la- 
bour, to cauſe light and heat to proceed from the ſun ; 
or to cauſe a body to tend to the center: or, which is 
nearly the ſame, to cauſe Mr Toplaay to be vain and 
_ feurrilous! 
Nor can I ſee that, on your ſuppoſition, there is any 
need of nineteen out of twenty parts of the word of 
 Gop. For if the converted elect wil I, ſpontaneouſly, 
and usr of neceſſity, do all thoſe good works; 
What need is there of exhortations, commands, warn- 


_ Inge, threatnings? If an inward principle of grace 
makes the believer an involuntary agent, in what 


he does; or, rather, a kind of machine; I can ſee no 
more propriety in exhorting or commanding him to 
obedience, than there would be, if I was to exhort or 
command this pen to write ! | 
Come, then, you great maſter of inveſtigation ! and 
clear this point of all its difficulties. Open your 
zine of caſuiſtical divinity, and ſhew us how it ja won 
this neceſſity of performing all the will of Gop, which 
converted elect are ſuppoſed to be under, is con- 
nt with that other neceſſity, they are ſuppoſed to be 
. ader, of not performing it. Then ſhew us, ſecondly, 
how this internal nece//ity is conſiſtent with the nece/iry 
of that external endeavour, which the converted elect 
were to be cargu/ to perform; and with the neceſiity, 
which Titus was under, of offirming it CONSTANTLY ; 
and with the neceſſity which St Paul was under, of de. 
firing, and requeſting this of him. And, thirdly, ſhew 
us, 404v it is conſiſtent with the neceſſity, or propriety, 
either of giving or receiving commands, warnings, 
5 — threatnings, 


( 48 ? by” 
threatnings, exhortations, or the like! If you can, clear. {7 
up all theſe difficulties, and reconcile theſe contradiſs- 
tions, you will be a workman indeed. 9 
Tbid. ** Your pretended fear of Antinomiani/m, like 
« your real fear of the comet, which was expected to 
« have appeared, a few years back, is perfectly idle 
and chimerical. Whatever his fear, concerning 
the comet was (another piece of hiſtory which wants 
proof); it is certainly well grounded concerning the 
danger of Antinomianiſm. For if 4 pe, (from 
which the term Antinomianiſm is derived) ſignifies to 
be againſt the laau; and if this, (according to the com- 
mon acceptation of the words in the Chriftian theology) 
ſignifies to be againſt the performance of the Chriſtian 
law, as it is a Jaw; then his fear of Antinomianiſm be- 
ing introduced by your doctrine, is neither “ idle nor 
„ chimerical:”” becauſe it is certain that your doctrine, 
and Antinomianiſm, are inſeparable. To make this 
appear, let me aſk, 1. As to that which is commonly 
called the law of CuRISsT, do you believe that it is &/ 
law, ſtrictly and properly? Do you believe that it has 
all the eſſential properties of a law? That is, that it is 
enjoined by Cuxkisr, a; a law-giver ; that the obedience | 
required of us to it, is, properly, the obedience of a 
ſabje& to a law; that this obedience is enforced by 
the ſanctions of rewards and puniſhments, as ſanctions 
of a law? Is not this the way that the law of CusisT. 
ought to be infiſted on, if you would inſiſt on it, as it 
is a law? If ſo, do you, and all Predeſtinarians (who 
are conſiſtent with themſelves) thus repreſent it? 7 
you not, rather, exclaim againſt this as legally? 
you not ſet yourſelf, might and main, againſt the nu 
tion of obedience, as it is a DUTY required by CHRIST 
of us; and, as enforced by promiſes of rewards, and 
threatnings of pun;/>ments? If ſo; then you are plainly 
againſt the law; in other words, you are an Antino- 
mian. | 
But you may ſay, (what is commonly ſaid) that al- 
though you do not repreſent the duties of the goſpel, 
under the notion of the duties of a law; and though 
you" 


uf 
| 
: 
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you do not repreſent the performance of-thoſe duties 
- under the notion of legal performances; yet you effec- 
tually ſecure the performance of them by ſuch a re- 
preſentation of the grace of God, as will not fail to 
beget love; which love will conſtrain to univerſal 
obedience. Let it be granted, for the preſent, that 
you do repreſent the grace of Gop as begetting love; 
and that this love does, in a way of gratitude, conſtrain 
the believer to perform all the duties of the goſpel ; 
yet, this does in no wiſe acquit you from the charge of 
Antinomianiſm. To obey a perſon we love, becauſe 
we lode him, and chooſe to obey him; and to obey a 
perſon becauſe he has regal authority over us, and be- 
cauſe it is our duty to obey him, are quite different 
things. Were you to obey the King of Zng/and, be- 
| —— 70 you love him and chooſe to obey him, without 
regarding his regal capacity, or the laws by which he 
demands your obedience; eſpecially, if you exclaimed 
againſt obeying him on theſe accounts, your love to his 
perſon, and the obedience reſulting therefrom, would not 
"acquit you from the charge of being avli »opwer, againſt 
zhe laws of England; or, in other words, it would not 
acquit you of the charge of being a civil or political 
Antinomian. In like manner, if you obey the KinG 
of heaven, becauſe you love him, and chooſe to obey 
him ; without regarding his regal capacity, or the 
laws by which he requires your obedience ; eſpecially, 
if you exclaim againſt obeying him on the.laſt accounts, 
Four love to his perſon, and the obedience reſulting 
_ therefrom, will not acquit you of the charge of being 
egainfi the law of heaven: or, in other words, it will 
not excuſe you from the charge of theological Antino- 
mianiſm. a. 
But you may again ſay, (what is alſo commonly ſaid) 
e that, of all the men in the world, Predeſtinarians 
% cannot be called Antinomians, becauſe in their doc- 
© trine of imputed righteouſneſs, they inſiſt on the ab- 
“ ſolute neceſſity of fulfilling the law, and that per- 
& fectly; and, likewiſe, that this was done, perſonally, 
« by Chatsr, and, in him, by us, to whom it is im- 
N 0 puted,” 


F 


„ puted.“ That is, in other words; Although the. "= 


Predeſtinarians exclaim againſt a perſonal fulfilling of 


| 


| 


the law, yet they cannot he called Antinomians ; ſee- 


ing they inſiſt on a perfect fulfilling of it in CHRIST | Ts 


it not aſtoniſhing, that ſuch a quibble ſhould ever be 


thought on, to evade the charge of Antinomianiſm ! A 


quibble which gives up the whole point, which allows 


the whole indictment? For, does not all the world 
know, that by an Antinomian is always meant ; a per- 
fon who denies the neceſlity of a perſonal fulfilling of 
the law, by a believer; becauſe Cnr15T is ſuppoſed to 
have done it for him? “Ch Is r kept the Law: 
therefore I need not.” | 

From what has been ſaid, we learn, 1. That con- 
ſiſtent Predeftination and Antinomianiſm, are the very 


ſame thing. 2. That Mr V. 's fear of it, in you and 


your friends is not idle or chimerical.“ 3. That your 
remark, p. 22. Mr V. 's Tenet of ſinleis perfection, 
leads directly to the groſſeſt Antinomianiſm,“ 1s truly 
idle and chimerital. AFL ; 
With regard to this laſt point; I would obſerve, 
thet by Perfection he means, the loving Gop with 
*« all our heart, f#nd our neighbour as ourſelves; the 
being holy in all manner of converſation, as he who 
„ hath called us is holy, and the doing this becauſe 
„ Gon hath commanded it.“ Now, Sir, I beg to know 
how this tenet /eads directly, to Antinomianiim ? Nay, 
how it leads, either directly or indiredly thereto? If 
this cannot be done, will it not be a great argument of 
your being either very wiſe or elſe, very 0 yd ES 
Your tories concerning I know not what Lady, and 
concerning ſome of Mr /.'s quondam followers, if true 
which I much doubt, are no proof that his doctrine of 
perfection, leads to Antinomianiſm : They only prove 
that this, as well as any other ſcriptural doctrine, may 
be abuſed. | | 
Page 23. © You formed a ſcheme,” you tell Mr . 


&« of collecting as many perfect ones as you could, to 


6 live together under one roof. A number of thoſe 
« flowers were accordingly tranſplanted from your nur- 


«6 ſery | 


( 46 ) 
««. ſery-beds, to the hor-houſe. And a hot-houſe it ſoon- 
« proved. For, would we believe it? The /nle/s peo- 


41 ple quarrelled, in a ſhort time, at fo violent a rate, 


« that you found yourſelf forced to diſband the ſele& 
« regiment.” This ſtory is very circum/lantially related, 
and yet is wholly falſe in every circumſtance. No ſuch 
thing was ever done: no ſuch thing was ever attempt- 
ed: no ſuch thing was ever defigned. If you can prove 
the contrary, do it; or elſe, I fix this upon you, That 
you are a publiſher of lies, Prove this point then by ſub- 
ſtantial evidence, or elſe, lie under this odium for ever. 
 Tbid. You obſerve, © That how few ſoever they (the 
« ele&) may appear and really be in a ſingle genera- 
« tion, and as balanced with the many unrighteous 
« among whom they live below ; yet, when the whole 
“ number of the Redeemer's jewels is made up—they 
« will amount to an exceeding great multitude which no 
% man can number. After this, you ſay, p. 24. Go 
% now, Sir, and dazzle the credulous with your mock 
victory over the ſuppoſed reprobation of nineteen in 
« twenty.” Do not quibble, Mr Toplady, do not play 
upon words. Every one, who has a ſingle grain of 
common ſenſe, ſees, that by theſe words, *<* nineteen 
«« in twenty” (ſuppoſe) Mr V. only meant what you 
have juſt now allowed; vi. that the ele& are but fea, 
in a ſingle generation, and as balanced with the many 
« unrighteous among whom they live.“ | 

« Go on,” you fay, to chalk hideous figures on 


% your wainſcot; and enjoy the glorious triumph of 


4 battering your knuckles in fighting them. But fa- 
« ther no more of your hideous figures on me.” Mighty 
pretty ! But you acknowledge, at leaſt, that the figures 
which repreſent the eternal, unchangeable, and uncon- 
ditional, reprobation of nineteen out of twenty ; that is, 
of a number which is very great, when compared to the 


fta ele, in each generation, are * hideous figures.” 


Such they are indeed ! But is it not really aſtoniſhing, 
that you ſhould diſown them? You write a whole chap- 
ter on reprobation ; you vehemently inſiſt on it all 


over your Tra&t! And, after all, are fo caſe-hardenea, 


+ Ho as 


(47 ) | 
as to exclaim againſt Mr V. for © fathering it upon 
« you.” With inimitable confidence you ſay, © DO 
« not dreſs up ſcarecrows of your own, and then af- 
« fe@ to run away from them as mine.” —dScare-crows 
do you ſay ! verily theſe doctrines are enough to ſcare 
even to diſtraction all in heaven, and earth, and Hell. 


gut do not then affect to run away from them as mine. I 2 
Whoſe are they then? yours moſt certainly; and he w-wuo 
runs away from them the /oone/# and the fafteft, is un- 


queſtionably the wiſeſt man. 


IBid. I do not expect, you ſay, © to he treated, by - 


„Mr Jobn Weſley, with the meekneſs and candour of 
© aChriſtian ; but I wiſh him, for his own reputation's 
fake, to write and aQ} with the honeſty of an Hea- 
«« then.” O the meetneſi of your ſpirit! O the candour 
with which you awrize! And © you wiſh him, for his 
** own reputation ſake” - (Hew ate piy are you concerned. 
for his reputation] and how /incere are your wiſhes on 
this account)— to write and act, with the honefty 


«« of an Heathen!” But do you ſeriouſly believe he 


has the honeſty of an Heathen ? if not, how can he write 
and act with that he has not? Dear Mr Teplady, let 
me for once indulge a wiſh : and that is, That you ma 

know what manner of ſpirit you are of! Then you will 
be deeply aſhamed of that unparalleled ſuperciliouſneſs, 
which you have ſo largely diſplayed on this and other 
occaſions. „ 


Thid. ** You would chooſe,” you ſay, to be dermed 
% a Minifter of the National Church.” He does; and 
de is, and has long been a Miniſter of it: As ſuch, 
whenever he has an opportunity of ſerving it, he gladly. 
embraces it, ſo far as he can with a good conſcience. 
Can any one do more than this? Do you Mr Toplaay, 


do as much? «© Why then,” you aſk, do you d 


« her dodrines, and, as far as in you lies, ſap her diſ- 


« cipline?” He does not decry her doctrines ſo much 


as you do. To make this appear, let any one, 1. Take. 
a view of the doctrines of the National Church, as 2 
regular and well- connected ſyſtem contained in all her 
Articles, in al her Homilies, in a// her Rubrics, and 
1 : In 
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in all her forms of Worſhip, and as it has been under- 
ſtood and explained by the clergy in general, ever ſince 
the Reformation 2. Let him take a view of Mrs 
doctrine as contained in his Appeals and Sermons, and 


of yours, as contained in your tranſlation of Zanchius. 


Then, 3. Let him compare both with the doctrines of 
the Church, and he will ſee which of you decries them 


Your calling his doctrine of the intermediate ſtate 
of departed ſouls, a * new-fangled doctrine, ſhews 
what a new-fangled divine you are. For, as we are 


told by Mr Sellon, Thus thought the pious and learned 


« Biſhop Bull; thus thought the learned and pious Dr 
% Doddridge; and thus thought, ſays the learned Dr 
« Whitby, all the ancient Chriſtians s. | 

Vour note at the bottom of p. 25. is a farther proof 
of your great candour and impartiality. © In Mr W. 's 
« firſt Edition of his Notes on the New Teſtament,” —are 


the two following aſſertions, —** Enoch and Elijah are 


% not in heaven, but only in paradiſe. Note on John 
« 111. 13. Enoch and Elijah entered at once into the higbet 
* degree of glory without firſt waiting in paradiſe.” Note 
on Rev. xix. 20. When it is obſerved, firſt, that many 


bol his notes are borrowed from different authors, ſecondly 


that at the time he wrote on the New Teſtament, he 


Was daily employed about many other things; (not to 


ſpeak of his ill tate of health at that time, being ſup- 
poſed to be in a galloping conſumption) no man of 
ſenſe will wonder that ſuch a miſtake ſhould paſs unno- 
ticed. But Mr Top/ady, how will you reconcile it with 
juſtice and candour, that you have not given the leaſt in- 
timation of this miſtake being rectified in the other edi- 
tions! O 5/u/þ, if you can bluſh ! And no more com- 
plain of miſ/repreſentation. and injuſtice ! | 


9 


Tbid. ** That you, likewiſe do not overflow with 
«« zeal for the diſcipline of the Church of England, is 
« manifeſt, not only from the numerous and intricate 
« regulations with which you fetter your Societies, but 
«« from the meaſures you ſo lately purſued, when a cer- 
„ tain 


* Anſwer to Herwey's Eleven Letters, p. 101. 


„ 1 
„ tain foreign Mendirant was in England, who went 
„* by the name of Eraſnus, and ſtiled himſelf Biſhop ' | 
% of Arcadia.” "MM 1 
Whereinſoever Mr V. may vary from the diſcipline 
of the Church, it is not through choice but neceſſity. The 
Church doors were firſt thrown in his face, before he 
took a ſingle irregular ſtep. And it is obſervable, that 
the reaſons why the Church doors were ſhut againſt him 
were, 1. The multitudes who came to hear him. 2. 
His adhering to her doctrines and appointments, more | 
rigidly than moſt Clergymen now alive. | v 
As to the Numerous, and intricate regulations. 
„ with which, you ſay, he fetters his ſocieties; they 
are only a few plain, ſimple rules concerning avoiding 
evi. doing good, and uſing the means of grace, plainly. 
deduced ron Scripture ; and what you and every Cler- 
N in England, may take the benefit of, if you 
eaſe. | 
F As to Eraſmus, there is no room to doubt of his being 
a Biſhop. Dr }— wrote to the Patriarch of Smyrna, | 
who gave it under his hand, that Eraſmu was Biſhop |: 
of Arcadia in Crete. And that he ii the identical perſon, 
was proved, from the teſtimony of ſeveral Gentlemen, 
who had ſeen him in Turkey, _ = $ 
Page 26. With regard to this perſon,” you ſay, 
<< I ſhall take the 9 of putting one or two plain 
«« queſtions to you. Did you, or did you not, get 
« him to ordain ſeveral of your lay-preachers, accord- 
« ing to the Greek ritual?“ He got him to ordain Dr 
E. but did not de/ire him to do it according to the 
Greek ritual, in particular, as you unfairly infinuate, 
2. Did theſe lay preachers of yours, or did they not, 
both dreſs and officiate, as Clergymen of the Church of 
England ? The Doctor did dreſs, but, ſtriftly ſpeaking, 
did not officiate as a Clergyman of the Church of Eng- 
land: He rather officiated as an aſſiſtant to Mr V. in 
preaching and adminiſtering the Lord's ſupper in bis 
Societies. Putting matters at the beſt,” you ſay, 
« they could only be Miniſters of the Greet Church, 
„ which could give them no legal right to act as Mi- 

- «« niſters of the Church of Eagland.“ You are ſadly 
C miſtaken. 
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miſtaken, Whoever is epiſcopally ordained, is a Mi- 
niſter of the Church univerſal, and as ſuch has a right 
to officiate in. any part of the globe. This all Epiſco- 
palians,' who underſtand their own Doctrines, know. 
Hence it is that the Church of England frequently em- 
ploys, without re-ordination, prieſts ordained even by 
Popiſb Biſhops. . 
You go on, „Did you not repeatedly declare, that 
their ordination was, to all intents and purpoſes, as 
valid as your own?” Yes. And this is no more than 
what any Bichop in England will acknowledge, even 
of a fopifþ prieſt. - 3. Did you, or did you not froxgly 
e preſi this ſuppoſed Greet Biſhop to conſecrate you a 
% Biſhop at large?“ — I have authority to anſwer, No, 
never at all. But ſuppoſe he had? Where would hre 
been the blame ? Mr V. is connected with.2: number 
of perſons, who have given every proof which the na- 
ture of the thing allows, that they have an id call 
do preach the Goſpel. Both he, and they would be 
glad if they had an outward cali too. But no Biſhop 
mn £Eng/andwill give it them. What wonder then, if 
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ble was to endeavour to procure it by any other inno- 
cent means? 5 tn” x 0 

A Page 27. 4. In all this, did you, or did you not, 
1 4% palpabhy violate a certain oath, which you have re- 
w peatedly taken? I mean, the oath of Supremacy.” 


No. For Eraſmus never pretended to any ſupremacy 
over the King of Eng/ard, neither did Mr W. acknow- 
ledge any other power in him, than what every Biſhop 
;"' in England acknowledges to be in the Pope. | 
Atſter giving a ſhort abſtract from the oath of ſupre 
macy, you aſk, Is not the conferring of Orders an att of 
the higheſt ecclefiaſtical power and authority ?” It is 
not any degree of that power and authority intended in 
the Oath of Supremacy. If it was, no prieſt of the 
| church of Rome, till re-ordained, could be received into 
our church. without a breach of that oath. You aſk, 
= again, And was not this man a foreigner ?“ Ves. 
But he was no foreigner who claimed any ſupremacy 
-- over the King of England. And were not the ſteps 
WR 3% 5 10-4 you 


Oe 0 
« you took a 2 acknowledgment of a foreign 
« er and juriſdi 


gion?“ They were no acknowledgment 


of any ſuch power or juriſdiction as is intended in the 


Oath of Supremacy. ** And was not ſuch an acknow- 
« ment a breach of oath ?” No. | 


6: 


f 


55d. You adviſe him, to © pretend no longer to 


„love the Church of Erg/and.” He has given far 
ſtronger proof of his love to it, than ever you did: and 
to this day has kept as cloſe to her fide as he could, 


with a good conſcience. 


Ibid. ** You may think, perhaps, that I make too 
1 
ever he may thing, he cannot wonder. For he knows © 


« free, in expoſtulating with you ſo plainly.” What- 


| 


every animal muſt act according to his nature. Hence 
he expects a Lion to roar, and a Dog to bark, and a 


Man of your ſpirit to be ſcurrilous. 


Page 28. How can Mr V. who, on all occa* 
«© fions makes ſo very free with others; be angry with. 


* young tranſlators, for copying—ſo very remarkable 


— tire Þ 


% anexample?” I defy you to find, in all his writ- 


ings, that he has taken a FiFT1ETH part of that free 
dom with others, that you, (to your honour be it ſpoken 1 


have taken with him: No; to ſet Religion out of the 


— ——_ 


qꝗveſtion, there is more of the Gentleman, and of the 
man of ſenſe, in Mr V. than to throw ſuch ſenſcliſt, 5 


* 


ſhameleſs, Low abuſe, in the face of Adv man. 


« Clergy are leaving no ſtone unturned to raiſe Fob 


6. Gativin's ghoſt, in all quarters of the land.” H 
gelical Clergy ! why not Stoical Clergy ? Seeing you 
ſay (and I ſuppoſe your brethren are of the ſame mind} 


« [| have No objection to being called a Stoic, ſo you 
but prefix the word Chriſtian to it“. That theſe 
are ſtriving. to raiſe John Calvin's ghoſt, is certain. 
And a ghoſt it is, to be ſure! though 4% formidablh, 


bid. You complain, I am told, that the evangelica] | 


| 
f 
| 


/ 


. 


| 


yet a thouſand times more frightful than even the Witch 


of Ender. You proceed: If you think the doctrines 


* of that bleſſed Reformer formidable as a ghoſt; 


you are welcome to do all you can towards laying 
« them.“ But what can he do, if you, with all yo 


# Preface to Zanchius, p. 18, 
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logical magic, ſtand in his way? That vou are 


determined to do this, appeats from what follows; 


«« The preſs is open, and you never had a fairer op- 


«« portunity of trying your ſtrength on John Calvin, 


than at preſent,” What? has Mr V. never bad a 


fairer opportunity of trying his ſtrength, than with Mr 
Jef ! Is it poſſible you can be ſo vain, as to ima- 


gine this? What an argument of your aſtoniſhing 
lelf-ſofficiency! „ . 

14:4. You aſk, «© Who raiſed the ghoſt of John 
% Goodwin, the Arminian Regicide; and of 7 homas 
t Grantham, the Arminian Baptiſt ? *” — Sir, as your 
magic armour 1s on, and as you think yourſelf a match 
for the moſt formidable ſpectres; try your ſtrength on 
Goodwin ard Grantham, particularly on the former, 
And if you, with the help of AlL your foical brethren, 


lay that ſingle ghoſt; I, even 1, will promiſe to lay 
all the ghoſts which you- ſhall raiſe theſe ſeven years. 
Again, youaſk, ** Who raiſed the ghoſt of Monſieur 
De Renty, the French Papiſt? and ©: 
—_ '- 4 Romiſh enthuſiaſts; by tranſlating them into Engliſb, 


of many other 


« for the edification of Proteſtant readers? here 


e 


is no Proteſtant reader who fears God (eſpecially, if 
his taſte is not vitiated by Tuch Antinomian jargon as 


yours) but may be greatly edified, by reading the Life 


of Monſieur De Renty, yea, and of Gregory Lopes too: 
Though they were miſtaken in ſeveral things, as Mr . 


has ſhewn ; yet, their entire deadneſs to the world, 


and the unreſerved dedication of their aLL to God, is 
- worthy the imitation of any Proteſtant.— But before 1 


diſmiſs this head, let me aſk, Why could you not 
mention, at leaſt, one of theſe names, without adding 
a term of reproach * What is this owing to? Is it, be- 


cCauſe the Accſer of the brethren has fo filled your heart 


with his VENOM, that, as ſure as you open your lips, it 
flies abroad on all who ſtand in your way ? 


Page 29. Should you take any notice of this letter 


you ſay, I have three requeſts to make.” Mr W. take 
notice of his letter! Believe me, Sir, you are in no 


danger. If vou do not know how to treat Mr . he 


| 5 knows 
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knows how to treat ſuch gentlemen as a. But vir 


are your requeſts? Why, 

„ 1, Do not print elandeſtinely. 

« 2. Do not quote unfairly. 

% 3. Do not anſwer evaſively. N 
As to What is paſt, I have demonſtrated, that he 
has acted according to your requeſt. And as to what 
is to come, you need not trouble your head about it. 


bid. Canvafs the points of doctrine, Jou ſay, 


„ wherein we differ, as ſtrictly as you can.” Believe 


me, Sir, Mr W. will canvaſs no EP with ſuch a | 


foul-mouthed Doctor as you. 


Jbid. O that you may—no longer vroftiruts you . ö 
time and talents to the wiredrawing of chicanery, 
and the circulation of error!“ Every one who is 


acquainted with Mr V. knows that none can charge him 


with the proſtitution of time. There are few divines 


who do one half of Mr .'s*work : Perhaps you do 
not as much in a year, as he uoes in a month. In the 
few controverſial pieces which he has publiſhed, (and 
they are but few when compared to his other tracts) he 
is ſo far from wiredrawing any point, that he rather 
inclines to the other extreme Hence Mr Herwey ſo 


often complained of the brevity of his remarks; and 


hence it is that you exclaim againſt his printed paper 
« (conſiſting of one ſheet, folded into twelve pages, and 
% price one penny. , 
I cannot diſmils this point without obſerving, chat 
although yon ſeem moſt devoutly to pray, that he may 
no longer proſtitute his time and talents to the wire- 
drawing of chicanery;“ yet your real deſire is, that ; 


he may thus proſtitute them ſtill longer. Hence it is 


that, in this letter, you have ſent him ſo many chal- 
lenges to meet you in the field; and that you have ta- 
ken ſo much pains to provoke him to accept of them: 
And hence it was that you declared, at a houſe in Ve- 
minſier, where you and | are well acquainted, that, © if | 
« palſible, you would drag Mr V. out to light.” O 
810 the next time you paſs Veſiminſter bridge, caſt 
| your eyes on the watermen ; and while you behold them 
C 3 : rowing | 
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rowing one way, and looking the other, remember this 


part of your devotion. | | = 
Wich the ſame ſincerity you pray, that he may no 


4 longer proſtitute his time and talents in the circula- 


tion of error.“ If the doctrines which he circulates, 
are errors, they have been happy errors to thouſands ; 
and ſuch as you yourſelf once embraced with all your 
heart. It is not many years ſince you was ſuch an Uni- 
verſaliſt (yea, and Perfectioniſt too !) that a certain gen- 
tleman could ſcarce 2 you to give Mr Whitefield 
ſo much as a ſingle hearing. But by a freſh wwind of 


_ &:&@rine the weather-cock is now turned from the zaf/ to 


the zwe. How ca/ed in braſs then muſt your front be, 
to tell Mr V. of ſhifting from ſyſtem to ſyſtem ;” ſee- 


ing it is not Mr W. who has done this, but you, Mr 


Toplady. . 

1bid, ] am not inſenſible of your parts,“ you ſay. 
This is well. But how came you to acknowledge 
this? Was it to let the world know, that you are able 
to foil a man of parts? Or was it only for the ſake of 


x. another opportunity of calling Mr V. a have, as you 


do in the following words; Alas! what is diſtinguiſh- 
« ed ability, if not wedded to integrity?“ Now, Sir, 


ſuppoſe any man was thus, in a great variety of covert 
language, to call you a knave ? Would you ſcruple to 


pronounce him an abuſive ſcoundrel, if, on demand, he 


refuſed to /þeak oat, ſo as to enable you to vindicate your 
+ Characterin a court of juſtice? Are you, Mr Toplagy, 
wu.illing todo this by Mr 7”? To give him an opportu- 
nmnity of vindicating his character in We/tminſter-hall ? If 
not, let every impartial man determine, what title you 

daeſerre. ; 


You conclude. ** No leſs juſt than ingenious, is 


1 the remark of a learned and noble writer: The 


«« riches of the mind, like thoſe of fortune, may be 
„ employed ſo petve ſely, as to become a nuiſance 
and peſt, inſtead of an ornament and ſupport to ſo- 
„ ciety.” That this remark is juſt, you have given 
a recent inſtance. For, raw as you are, you are not 


void of underſtanding. But, alas! how have you em- 


ployed 


We 
| e 
ployed it? is it not in the very manner you complain 
of ? To ſet this in a clear light, let us ſum up the whole 
affair between Mr V. and you. CY 
| Scarce had the flame between Papiſts and Proteflants, 
abated, before that about the Decrees broke out. For. 
more than a century, this war was carried on, with ſuch. 
warmth as was very hurtful to the church of Gov, 
From a conviction of this, moderate men moved for 
a truce; this was followed by a ceſſation of arms; 
and in a ſhort time, a general peace enſued. 7 
In this ſtate of Tranquillity were the Proteſtant 
churches, when you emerged out of obſcurity. While 
you was a ſtudent in the College of Dublin, Gov wass 
leaſed, by a lay preacher, to 3 to the know= * 
leg ge of yourſelf, ſo far as you have been brought. Vou 
then was an uncommon admirer, both of Mr V and the 
Methodiſis. But a certain man leaving the Methodiſt- 
ſociety,, and turning Anabaptiſt, you became one of 
his humble admirers, and cloſe adherents. Notwith- 
ſanding this, as you was intended for the ſervice of | 
the eſtabliſhed Church, -you applied for holy orders; 
but not being able to obtain them in your own country, 
you came over to England in queſt of better fortune. 
You had not been long in England, before you ſearched 
out, and got acquainted with Dr Gill, of whom in a 
ſhort time, you became ſuch an admirer, as to prefer 
him to all the Divines in the Kingdom. A 
Thus the foundation of your theological learning be- 
ing laid by a mungrel baptiſt in Ireland, and the fame 
compleated, by a baptiſt Doctor here, you became * 
moſt fincere and moſt zealous miniſter of the natianal\ © 
Church; yea, and an Honourable Chaplain to a Right 
Honourable Lord! | „ 


Being now poſſeſſed of all treaſures, claſſical, theo- 
logical and honorary ! one of the firſt things you did, 
was to ſearch among the rubbiſh of contention ; where | 
you found an old worm-eaten Tract on eternal, un- 

changeable, and unconditional election and reproba- | 
tion: written in Latin, about two hundred Years ago. 
This wonderful performance you tranſlated, and — | 
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into the world, with all the recommendations in your 
power. Firſt, you introduced it with a Preface of 
eighteen pages. To this you added an account of the 
Author, This was followed by a Diſſertation on the 
dine attributes, conſiſting of forty pages. Then came 
the five tremendous chapters of Zanchiu: ! Retrenched 
and cnlarged in the tranſlation, you 1ay, “ from a de- 
< fire you had of rendering thi treatiſe as compleat as 
“ you could *.” Then, you bring up the rear by an 
Appendix concerning the Fate of the Heathens. Zanch. 


„ „ 
by 1 The dangerous tendency, of this unſcriptural heathen- 
i doctrine, together, with the uncommon dogmatical- 
neſs, with which you have recommended it; moved 

Mr V, to publiſh a ſhort Abridgment of it, that every 
man might ſee, what commodities you deal in, and with 
what candour. Which he has done ſo briefly, as to 
reduce the price from 22 /i/lings to one penny! This 
treatment of a performance from which you expected 
fo much applauſe ; not only made you look 7 


4e Pale as a young dramatic author, when 
« O'er darling lines fell Cibber wav'd his pen,“ 
But awakened all your indignation. In conſequence 
of this, out comes a ſixpenny leiter, in which you roar 
like a bear bereft of her whelps.—T hat the reader may 
ſee, at one view, what ſpirit you are of, as a Chriſtian, 
and what 72% you have, as a auriter, I ſhall preſent 
him with a collection of part of your elegancies, as 
they ſtand in your epiſtle. 
| 280 2. You call him a « Sophiſter, a Pope,” a 
<« Jeſuit,” a “ Bell-wether.” Page 3. Void of © com- 
mon honour, a lurking ſly aſſaſſin.” Page 4. He is 
guilty of audacity and falſhood, hardly to be paral- 
, leled.“ Void of Honour, veracity and juſlice,” 
Page 6. He is guilty of . Effrontery, and forgery,” 
Deſerving to be tranſmitted to Virginia or Maryland, 
it not to Burn! © he is of a narrow ſectarian ſpi- 
* rit,” of © low ſerpentine cunning,” Page 7. He 
| © uſes 
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® Preface to 2 ancbius, p. 6, 


uſes © dirty ſubterfuges, 2 lying ſophiſter?” ſunk 
e beneath the level of an Oyſter-woman l“ a Theo 
logical coward, a religious gambler.” Page 9. He 
is * poileſſed of more than ſerpentine elability.” Page 
„ more than you. would contend for the wall with a | 
„ chimney-ſweeper.” Page 13. He reſembles *%.a 
« clumſey bungling anatomiſt.” Page 15. He is an 
old plagiary.” Page 16. He is poſſeſſed of Illi. 
„ beral and malevolent fpleen againſt the Proteſtant 
« Diflenters.” Page 24. a Perſon, by whom you doe 
not expect *© to be treated with the meekneſs and can 


12. with ! ſuch aſcribler, you would not contend, any 


«« dour of a Chriſtian ;” yet you wi him to write © 4 


and act with the honeſty of an heathen.” Page 27 
He has ** palpably violated a certain oath.” Page 30. 
He is become a nuiſance and peſi—to ſociety !? +. 
Now, Sir, I am inclined to think that if you were 
to go through an 5 and ay all the | 
magazines of ſcurrility, pertneſs, dogmaticalneſs, ampa-- 
TA arrogance, c. &c. you would ſcarce find fuck. 
another quantity of theſe commodities, towed together 
in /o ſmall acompals ; you would ſcarce find another 
Inſtance, of ſuch a novice, addreſſing fuch an cpi t 
fuch @ perſon as Mr W. a perſon of ſuch diſtinguiſhed | 
learning and worth, that nothing but he reproach: of 
Cuxlisr, could prevent his being careſſed by the bright 
eſt geniuſes, and firſt characters in the lan. 
And i« this the way, Mr Top/aay, that you treat learn+ | 
ing, gerius, and great ability? Is this the way that  - 
vou, a ſtripling, who have not half put on your ar- 
mour, treat 2 veteran, who has ſtood the brunt of ſo 
many campaigns? Is this the way that you honour hr 
hairs when found in the way righteouſneſs ? Is it THUS. 
that vou put on, 4s the elect of Gor, bowels of mercies, 


EA l 


HUMBLENESS of mind, brotherly kindneſs, gentleneſs, and . 1 


_ dong-ſuffering ! Away, away, for ſhame! away, and—- 
but top! 1 remember, and pity your youth; and would 
fain hope that you are not quite incurable, * I would 
fain perſuade myſelf, that I, almoſt, diſcover (at a very” 
great diſtance !) ſomething which, perhaps, is Go | 
= | | * Ot 
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2 of being improved: Therefore, come back, and receive 


© a few words of admonition. 


And, 1. As all hopes of future improvement uu⁰ be 
built on the foundation of repentance for what is paſt, I 

- adviſe you to humble yourſelf, before Gop and man, for 
the great inſult you have offered to one of the greateſt 
men of the age: and for the pride and haughtineſs which 
vou have evidenced on ſeveral late occaſions; particu- 
arly, at the Lock Chapel, in the caſe of the man in the 
 Mewſe; and, in the caſe oſ Mr S. Curate of Bethna/- 
Green. Theſe things, Sir, musT be repented of: and 
you WILL repent of them /ooner or later. You may, 
now, while you are full of blood and ſpirits, d:/4ain theſe 
words; but remember, there is a time coming when 


Pour heart and feſp ſhall fail; and ] ſincerely wiſh you 
may not only think of them then; but alſo repent of 


them ſincerely. _ 1 
2. If you defire (be of uſe in your generation, do 
mote contention, and vain jangling. 


Remember, he that does this, is proud, knowing nothing,” 


"IE - Gut doting about queflions and STRIFE OF WORDS, tohereof 


_ cometh envy, firife, railings, evil ſurmiſings, perverſe 22 
putings of men of CORRUPT minds, and DESTITUTE ox 


THE TRUTY®. O Timothy, (O TopLady !) keep that 
Fe which is committed to thy truſt; avoipINnG pref 3 


Hain BABBLINGS, and oppeſitions of ſcience, falſiy ſo called; 


1  wobich ſome. profe//ing, (and vou among the reſt) have 


_ erred from the faith f. O, Sir, if you deſire to be a 
or knan that needeth not to be aſhamed ; ſet life and 
- Meath before the people, and bid them chooſe life that they. 
may live; bid them Hrive to enter in at the frait gate; 


be CAREFUL fo maintain good eworks; and to endure 
is the end. O, Sir! be as earneſt in commending your- 
+. ſelf Tavs to every man's conſcience in the ſight of Gov,. 
24s you have lately been, in recommending unconditional 


decrees; and you will ſoon ſee the difference. For, in- 
ſtead of being inſtrumental in ſowing the ſeeds of 4% 


d cord among men; you ſhall be an happy inſtrument of 


ſaving 


3 * x Tim. vi. 3—5. ＋ Ver. 20, 21. 
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3. But if, after all, you wil again ſound the tram< 
pet of contention ; if you will again ﬆ ſail - in the ſea 
of ſtrife ; expect that ſome lover of your ſoul, ſome 
friend of human kind will follow you, in his humble 1 
bark to ſhew you your eli and danger. In this caſe, BY. 3 
I adviſe you, not to endeavour to blow him up at a | 
- SINGLE BLAST; not to endeavour to ſend him, at once, 
like a ſtone, to the bottom. I adviſe you not to fy in 
his face lite à vulture! not to L EAT upon him, like a 
Liox or a Bear, as you have done on Mr V. and 
others. In this part of my admonition, I confeſs, 1 
am ſomewhat ſelfiſh. For if you. ſhould prevail with | 
your exalted Self, to take any notice of my preſent per- 
' formance, I am very apprehenſive of danger. Perhaps, | 
indeed. I ſhall have the good fortune, only to hear that 
you tell your friends, (or at the moſt, to ſee a note, in 
ſome future page, wherein you will tell the world) that 
ſuch a filly ſcribbler as Tas, is not wortby of YOUR 
notice. But, EAT Sir! If you ſhould condeſcend ſo 
far as to take this Tract effectually to pieces, I beſeech 
vou, do not tell the world that there is not one fingie 
word, either of truth or /en/e in it! Do not tell the 
world, that I am the greate xnave, and Fool, that 
ever was, or ever will be born! I intreat you, in ben. 
half of myſelf and others, who have preſumed to ani- L 
madvert on you; yea, and in behalf of all who ever 
may preſume to do it, that you will not &/<& us about | 
like ſo many foot-balls ! that you will not zramp/e us 
under your magnificent feet, as you do the minggof the | 
ſtreet! Remember, the ſervant of the Lon muſt not 
firive, as YOU HAVE' DONE; but be GENTLE: ante ALL. 
nen, apt to teach, PATIENT, ia MEEKNESs inſtructing 
thoſe that oppoſe themſelves. O, then, conſider HI 


; I robo BXDURED ſuch contradidion of finners againſt bimſelf s 
| and LEARN of Lim to be MEEK and LOWLY of heart 
: And, in order to this end. I adviſe you, 4thly, Net 3 


to tali ſo 1G, and look ſo 1MPORTANT, as you have 
often done, on ſome late occaſions. Remember, you | 4 
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-__. the: fide'of the graveſt Divines, and of the greateſt 
Doctors in the a. Do not think that you are in yr 
place, when you ſtand, either on, or NEAR, the ſame ©} 
Fa with thoſe. It has the appearance of great vanity, 
of inſufferable pride, for you to challenge into the 
field thoſe who have both fought and conguered before 
you were bern. And it is no leſs pride and folly, for 
you to tell an EQUAL, that if ever he ſhould riſe ſo far as 
to become a reſpectable opponent ; then, perhaps, you 
may think him worth your notice! O, Sir! were yon 
that humble, modeſt man you ought to be; you would 
'- _._ = «think, and ſpeak in a quite different manner: you 
t * «ould believe, and acknowledge too, that when the 
Crate of Bethnal-Green becomes a reſpectable opponent, 
bee will be no fit opponent for you that when he be- 
© "comes a man of eminence, you will be as much be- 
gnmneath his notice; as you now, in your vanity, think-' 3 
dim beneath yours. Be admoniſhed, therefore, to pray 
B for HUMILITY ; that you may no longer think of your- 
LET fell more highly than you ought to think ; always re- 
membering, that Gop r2//erb the proud; but giveth © 
J Een 
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Your Servant for CHN 18 1's ſake, 


Thomas Ouivers, | 
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